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95 The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

95 p.m., and read prayers.

96 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.
96 STATE HOUSING COMMISSION.

96 Number of Employees and Proposed
Dismissals.

96 1. Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
97Housing:

(1) What is the total number of officers
Semployed by the State Housing Commis-

sion?
98 (2) is it intended to dismiss any of these

officers: if so, from what departments, and
98 for what reason?

98 The MINISTER replied:
99 (1) As at the 14th August, 1958, there

are 384 officers employed by the State
99 Housing Commission.

(2) On account of reduction in funds
99 and building activity it is highly probable

that a lesser staff will be necessary. How-
99 ever, every endeavour will be made to
99provide alternative employment elsewhere.

00 TOWN PLANNING.

00 Extension of Legislation.

00 2. Mr. WILD asked the Minister repre-
sentn-,c the minister for Town Planning:

00 Why is it proposed to extend the interim
00 town planning legislation instead of bring-

ing down the main legislation to implement
00 the Metropolitan Regional Plan?

01 The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:

oI The G-overnment is still giving considera-
tion to the points raised in debate on the

0i lapsed Bill introduced last year, particu-
larly in connection with the composition of

01 the regional authority and the financing
of the scheme.

02
CONDITIONAL PURCHASE LAND:.

02 Reduction of Price in Hyden Area.
3. Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for

SLands:
02 (1) Has an application been received for

a a reduction of price of conditional purchase
03 land in the Hyden area because of rail

service discontinuance and increased
03 transport cost, added burden of land tax.
20 decreased prices for agricultural produce,
3~ and increased costs generally?

28 (2) Dozs the Government Intend to
83 accede to this request?
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(3) If so. by how much will the price of
this land be reduced?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The question is under consideration.
(3) Answered by No. (2).

CHARCOAL IRON INDUSTRY.
Establishment in the South- West.

4. Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

(1) Is he aware that at a public meeting
in Sunbury towards the end of June last,
convened by the Mayor of Bunbury, to
discuss the proposal to establish a char-
coal iron industry in the South-West, it
was stated by Mr. Constantine of the
Wundowie charcoal iron industry that no
decision had yet been made as to whether
it would be necessary to transport all
timber required for charcoal production to
the site of the industry, or whether it
would be possible to retort charcoal at
various centres throughout the South-
West and transport the charcoal to the
proposed site of the industry, which site
had not yet been determined?

(2) Is it correct to assume that approxi-
mately four tons of timber are required to
produce one ton of charcoal?

(3) Is it considered that factors such as
the site of the industry and whether
charcoal can be economically and prac-
tically transported have no significant
bearing on the ultimate economic success
of the industry?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No. Both alternatives have been

studied, but further investigation is neces-
sary before a final decision can be reached.

(2) No. It depends on moisture content.
A better figure to use is 3j tons of wood
at 25% moisture content per ton of
charcoal.

(3) No. Every factor must have some
bearing on the ultimate economic success
of the industry.

CROWN LAND.
Availability.

5. Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister
f or Lands:

(1) Further to my question No. 7 of the
13th August. is he aware that his answer
indicates that no Crown land is available
at all in the road board districts of Preston.
Balingup, Oreenbushes and Bridgetown?

(2) Is he satisfied that this state of
affairs virtually precludes persons with
little capital from starting new farms in
these road districts?

(3) Will he re-examine the position that
-exists in these road districts to ensure that
some Crown land is available for settle-
ment?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. But it is pointed out that the,

said road districts are amongst the oldest.
settled areas in this State. where all avail-
able Crown land has long since been!
selected. The Crown lands that remain.
are State forests: areas temporarily with-
held from selection pending the removal'
of marketable timber; the Wellington Dam.
catchment. area; and necessary reserves for
public purposes.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) The Lands Department is in close'

touch with the Forests Department relative
to the release of land for selection as soon.
as marketable timber has been cut.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS.
Number of Employees.

6. The Hon. fl. BRAND asked the.
Minister representing the Minister for'
Railways:

What was the total number of employees.
of the Midland Junction Workshops as at-

(a) the 30th June, 1952.
(b) the 30th June, 1953.
(c) the 30th June, 1957.
(d) the 30th June. 1958.
(e) the present date?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(a) 2531.
(b) 2418.
(c) 3081.
(d) 3001.
(e) 2986 (latest available figure as at

the 26th July. 1958).
The business turnover for each of the-

completed years referred to in this questicat
was-

(a) £2,409,800.
(b) £2,975,900.
(c) £4,229,600.
(d) £4,304,400.

STATE ENGINEERING WORKS.
Number of Employees.

7. The Hon. D. BRAND asked the,
Minister for Works:

What was the total number of em-
ployees of the State Engineering
Works as at-

(a) te 30th June,
(b) the 30th June,
(c) the 30th June,
(d) the 30th June,
(e) present date?

1952;
1953;
1957;
1958;

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied:

(a) 410.
(b) 419.
cc) 499.
(d) 534.
(e) 530.
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The business turnover for each of the
completed years referred to in this
question was:-

(a) £488,294.
(hi £500,608.
(c) £780,332.
(d) £890,953.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
Stability of "Koolama.'

8. The Ron. D. BRAND asked the
Premier:

(1) Is the new State Ship "Koolama"
unstable?

(2) Is the ship's reported tendency to
list under certain conditions normal for
most classes of shipping?

(3) Is it true that the State Shipping
Service has sworn to secrecy those em-
ployees who are aware of faults in the
"Koolama's" stability?

(4) Has the "Koolama's" stability been
investigated by the Commonwealth Marine
Branch? If so, with what result?

(5) Is it true that, in an attempt to
correct inherent instability, the "IKool-
lama" will have permanent ballast
fastened to her hull?

(6) Is it true that the instability of the
idKoolamat " is partly due to the unusual
step of having the ship built to suit the
Fremnantle slip-rather than having the
slip adjusted to suit the ship?7

(7) Will he table all reports submitted
on the ship's handling on her maiden
trip to the North and return?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) No. The vessel's stability has been

approved by the British Ministry of
Transport and the Commonwealth Navi-
gation Department.

(2) Passenger vessels tend to list when
tanks are pumped out. The list is con-
trolled by the use of the ship's tanks.

(3) No. The State Shipping Service sees
no reason for any secrecy.

(4) Yes. The vessel's stability is satis-
factory subject to correct use of ballast
and other tanks, and stowage of cargo.
This applies to all ships.

(5) Permanent ballast is not necessary,
but it is likely that sand ballast will be
carried during the cattle season, as on
other State vessels carrying cattle.

(6) Both the "Koojarra" and the "Koo-
lama" were restricted in weight to enable
slipping at Fremnantle. This does not in-
volve the stability factor.

(7) The master's voyage report is
tabled.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION.
Installation of Electric Stoves in

Bun bury Municipality.
9. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister

for Housing:
(1.) How many electric stoves have

been installed in homes constructed,
under any scheme administered by the
State Housing Commission, within the
boundaries of the Municipality of Bun-
bury; and in what years were such stoves
installed?

(2) Are such stoves purchased by build-
ing contractors through normal trade
channels, or does some Government instru-
mentality supply them to the contractors
concerned?

(3) If supplied by a Government instni-
mentality-

(a) From whom are they purchased?
(b) What is the price paid for each

such stove?
(c) Are the stoves charged to building

contractors~
0I) if so, at what price;
(ii) if not, what is the basis of

supply?
(d) What amount is included in the

assessment of cost of the com-
pleted house for such stove?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1956 .. ... .. ... 5

1957 .... 63
1958 ......... 14

82

(2) Purchased by public tender through
Government Stores Department.

(3) (a) Metters Ltd. through Govern-
ment Tender Board and Gov-
ernment Stores Department.

(b) £65 - £69.
(c) (1) No.

(bi) Contractor allows for in-
stallation only in his tender
price for house.

(d) Cost only (£65 - £69).

BUNBURY HARBOUR.
Government Policy on Tydeman PlFan.
10. Mr. ROBERTS asked, the Minister

for Works:
(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-

ment to adhere to the developmental pro-
gramme, as laid down in the Tydeman Plan.
in relation to the Bunbury Harbour?

(2) If not, what are the details of any
Proposed departure from such plan?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied:

(1) All works in progress, or those con-
templated- by the Government when funds
can be made available, are in accordance
with the Tydeman Plan.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
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JURIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Estimated Cost of Altering Court-houses.

11. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
for Justice:

(1) What is the estimated cost of
improvements and additions to each of the
court-houses throughout the State, to pro-
vide the necessary accommodation for
women jurors, consequent upon the amend-
ment to the Juries Act of last year?

(2) What are the details of the proposed
alterations, etc.. to the court-house in
Bunbury?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) In addition to accommoda-

tion for male and female jurors, the pro-
posed additions and alterations include
urgently required accommodation for other
purposes. Particulars of each project are
listed hereunder:-

(a) Supreme Court. Additions and
extensions to Provide for-

(I) TWO jury rooms, each with
male and female toilets.

(ii) Public waiting room.
(iii) Public toilets-male and

f emale.
(lV)
(v)

Press reporting room.
Office for police orderly.

(vi) Extensions to barristers'
robing room and additions
to provide a robing room
for female barristers, with
male and female toilets in-
corporated therein.

(vii) Barristers' Board room.
(viii) Office for interviewing per-

sons seeking legal aid under
the Poor Persons Legal
Assistance Act.

(lx) Additional office accommo-
dation for the staff of the
Arbitration Court.

(x) Improvements to staff toilets.
(xi) Extensions to strong rooms.

Estimated cost, £47,000.
(b) Kalgoorlie. New toilet black for

male and female jurors, court staff
and visiting judges.

Estimated cost. £3,300.
(c) Bunbury.

0) Conversion of existing rooms
used by barristers and wit-
nesses to toilets for male
and female jurors.

0Di Additions to provide rooms
for barristers and witnesses
and a store room for court
records.

(iii) Internal toilet for visiting
judges.

0i0 Pavement of area at rear of
court.

Estimated cost. £5,000.

(d) Qeraldton.
(i) Alterations to existing jury

toilets to provide for female
jurors and visiting Judges.

0Di Addition of a store room for
court records.

Estimated cost, £2,500.
(e) Albany. Provision of toilet accom-

modation for female jurors was
incorporated in sewerage installa-
tions already in hand.

Estimated additional cost, £400.
M) Carnarvon. Additions to provide

accommodation for female jurors.
Estimated cost. £100.

CAR DEALERS.
Tabling of Bond, Registrations, etc.

12. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has finality been reached with the
form of bond required from car dealers
under the provisions of last session's
amendments to the Traffic Act?

(2) If so, would he table a copy of the
form of bond?

(3) It not finalised, when is finality ex-
pected, and will amendments to the Act be
needed?

(4) How many dealers have registered?
(5) Is it thought there are other dealers

liable to register, and how many?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) This is not available at the present.
(3) It will be necessary to amend the Act

before finality can be reached.
(4) 128.
(5) Yes, approximately 400.

MT. YOICINE LAND RESUMPTIONS.
Date, Area, and Compensation.

13. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Works:

Is compensation still unpaid for part
of the Mt. Yokine land resumptions? If
so-

(a) when were the resumptions made;
(b) how much land is involved:
(c) how many claimants;
(d) why the delay in settlement?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied:

Yes.
(a) The 27th November, 1950.
(b) 440 acres, including land for

which claims have not been
lodged.

(c) Three, involving 180 acres.
(d) Unwillingness of claimants either

to accept the departmental offers
or proceed for adjudication in
accordance with the Public Works
Act.
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FROZEN FISH,
Ban on Imports.

14. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
for Police:

(1) Was the sale of 20,000 Packets of
imported frozen fish recently banned in
this State?

(2) If so-
(a) Why?
(b) What is to be, or was, the fate

of such packets of frozen fish?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) Not applicable.

(b) Disposal through the trade.

DEVELOPMENT OF T'HE NORTh-.
Tabling of Corresyondence on Special

Grant.
15. Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
Will he lay on the Table of the House

correspondence with the Commonwealth
Government covering the State Govern-
ment's submission to the Commonwealth
in respect of the special grant for the
North?

The PREMIER replied:
Yes, for one week.

GOVERNMENT AN4D
SEMI-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.

Figures for 1957 and 1958.
16. Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
What were the State Government and

semi-Government employment figures as
at the 30th June. 1957 and 1958. under the
heading-

(a) Public Service Act:
(b) other salaried appointments;
(c) State Trading Concerns;
(d) Railways;
(e) other Government employment;
(f) total of all Government and semi-

Government employment?
The PREMIER replied:

Category.

(a) Public Service Act
(b) Other salaried, ap-

pointments... ..
(c) State Trading Con-

cerns ... ..
(d) Railways ... ..
(e) Other Government

employment t

(f) Total Government
employment t ..

Employment at
30th June-
1957 1958
4,433 4,516

2,955
13.7 12

27,632

48,732

3,120
13,351

30,002

50,99

Not available separately; included in
figures shown under categories
(c) -(f).

t Comprises Boards, Trusts, Commis-
stons, etc. and Departmental and
Government-Assisted Hospitals.

SEARCH FOR UNDERGROUND
WATER SUPPLIES

Use of Additional Drills.
17. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) In -what areas is it proposed to use

the two additional drills to be purchased
to extend the search for underground
w.ater?

(2) What type drills are proposed, and
when will they be in operation?

The MINISTER FOR MIRES replied:
These questions should have been

addressed to the Minister for Mines. The
answers are as folows:-

(1) This will be decided when the drills
are available.

(2) The type of drill to be purchased will
be decided by experience gained in drilling
at present being carried on. When they
wl be in operation will be governed by
this and. the time taken for their supply.

AGRICULTURE.
Bacterial Cultures for Clover Pastures.
18. Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that many farmers have

experienced difficulty in establishing new
clover pastures, and feel that the heavy
mortality in young plants is mainly due to
faulty nodulation caused by the absence of
the necessary bacteria?

(2) Are the several proprietary lines of
bacterial culture at present available conz
sidered to be effective in supplying this
bacteria, and are they as suitable for this
purpose as were the agar type cultures
formerly supplied by the department?

(3) Are these present cultures regularly
tested by the department for viability and
for suitability of type?

(4) As the viability of these cultures
could be adversely affected by improper
storage prior to delivery, will he take steps
to ensure that only suitable and effective
cultures are supplied to farmers?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) It is realised that difficulty is often

experienced in establishing new clover
pastures, due to seedling mortality associ-
ated with faulty nodulation. However,
although the absence of the necessary
bacteria is often blamed by farmers for
this difficulty, other causes may be re-
sponsible, including adverse seasonal or
soil conditions or faulty sowing methods.

(2) Commercial peat cultures are just as
effective as the agar cultures formerly sup-
plied by the Department of Agriculture and
some new strains are possibly even more
effective.

(3) Commercial cultures are checked for
effectiveness by the department as neces-
sary. In addition, farmers' interests are
further safeguarded by a special laboratory
testing service which has been set up aLt
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Sydney University with the object of test-
ing the commercial cultures at each pro-
cessing stage, and ensuring that only the
highest grade cultures are marketed by the
manuf acturers.

(4) The storage and handling of comn-
mercial cultures by distributors or agents
is not controlled by the department. How-
ever, distributors are fully aware of the
essential requirements to maintain the
viability of such cultures.

FORESTS.
Ore ystones Pine Plantation.

19. Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Have records been kept of the costs
involved in planting, maintaining', and
cutting of Pine forests on the Greystones
plantation at Mundaring Weir?

(2) If so. what has been-
(a) the cost of these operations per

acre:
(b) the aggregate yield of timber per

acre:
(c) the monetary return per acre as

royalties?
(3) Could these figures be considered

average for this type of forestry on good
soils in the wetter parts of the State?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, but plantation costs for Grey-

stones cannot be separated from the cost
of the Mundaring plantation group.

(2) (a) Information not available for
Greystones in particular.

(b) The Greystones plantation has
not yet reached maturity, but
volumes removed as thinning$
per acre up to the present time
vary from 20 to 100 loads, de-
pending on age and site quality.

(c) Royalty values cannot be cal-
culated correctly until the plan-
tation area is cleared of its final
crop. However royalties range
from £4 3s. to £10 a load. In
all cases subsequent thinnings
and final crop still remain.

(3) The volume per acre being produced
on the better sites at Greystones will be
indicative of the volumes which can be
expected on the good soils in the wetter
parts of the State.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Newburn Scheme, Cost and Number of

Consumers.
20. Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) What distance Is involved in the

recent extension of water supply pipeline
--along the Maids Vale-rd. near Newbum?

(2) What was the cost of this ex-
tension?

(3) How many consumers will be sup-
plied?

(4) When was the first application
made for this extension?

The MINISTER FORL MINES (for the
Minister for Water Supplies) replied:

(1) 310 chains of piping were laid for
the Newburn scheme.

(2) The actual cost is not yet available.
The estimated cost is £15,000.

(3) The scheme will serve 72 properties,
51 of which are improved.

(4) The 12th December, 1947.

WELLINGTON DAM.
Control of Land in Water Shed.

21. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the
Minister for Water Supplies:

(1) Does the Water Purity Committee
control the use of all land in the water-
shed of the Wellington Dam?

(2) if not, in whom is control vested?
The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the

Minister for Water Supplies) replied:
(1) No.
(2) The Minister for Water Supplies.

LANDS.
Townsite Areas, Narrogin-Dwarda

RailwaY.
22. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the

Minister for Lands:
What policy will be adopted in regard

to towasite areas on the closed Narrogin-
Dwarda Railway, seeing that these will
not now be required except for agricul-
ture?

The MINISTER replied:
Action In regard to townsite reserves

on the Narrogin-Dwarda railway will not
be considered until the Government has
dealt with the report of the Royal Com-
missioner, following his extended terms of
reference, as recently announced.

DECENTRALISATION.
Ministerial Responsibility.

23. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the
Premier:

Which Minister holds the responsibility
for decentralisation of population and
industry?

The PREMIER replied:
All Ministers.

PENSIONER FLATS IN WEST PERTH.
Completion Date.

24. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) What Is the estimated completion
date of the S.H.C. flats being erected on
the corner of Hay and Colin-sts.. West
Perth?

200
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(2) How many flats will be available
for pensioner couples?

(3) What other type of accommoda-
tion will be available?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Contract date for completion is the

22nd February, 1959, but it is estimated
that the flats will be completed in
December 1958.

(2) 45 flats.
(3) 25 fiats on the 2nd floor.

MOTORS AND ENGINES.
Control of Silencing.

25. Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Labour:

(1) Has he. or any other authority.
power to ensure that engines and motors
sold to the public do not make offensive
noises?

(2) Is noise control the responsibility of
the seller, the purchaser, or the maker?

(3) Can steps be taken to ensure that
motors sold to model aeroplane enthusiasts
are silenced before sale?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No, but the Commissioner of Police

can take action against persons driving
noisy motor-cycles or vehicles.

(2) Answered by No, (1).
(3) Not under existing legislation.

GASCOYNE RIVER.
Conservation of Water and Installation

of Barrage.
26. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister

for Water Supplies:
(1) Is any work being carried out on a

survey of the Gascoyne River 'with a view
to further conservation of water?

(2) If the answer is "Yes," to what
extent?

(3) Is it anticipated that more clay bars
will be placed in the river during the
present financial year?

(4) Has any consideration been given to
the placing of a "barrage" at the mouth of
the Qascoyne River (similar to those on
the Murray River in South Australia) to
stop the encroachment of the sea and to
dam back the fresh water when the river
is flowing?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Water Supplies) replied:

(1) Investigations are proceeding to
assess the potential storage in the river
sands upstream from the bridge.

(2) Observation bores have been estab-
lished over a length of two miles and a
survey Is in progress to determine the water
bearing potential of the sands over a length
Of five miles upstream from the bridge.

(3) No.
(4) Yes.

IRON ORE.
Particulars of Western Australian Deposits.

27. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Mines:

(1) What locations, areas and estimated
quantities of iron ore deposits have been
set aside under the Broken Hill Proprietary
Steel Industry Agreement?

(2) What are the terms of this agree-
ment, as related to the period of the leases
and the amount of royalties Payable Per
ton of ore extracted?

(3) What are the locations and areas of
known deposits of iron ore in this State,
recognised as being economic for use,
outside those areas included in the Broken
Hill Proprietary Steel Industry AgreementP

(4) From what area, if any, would iron
ore be obtained for use in the South-West
charcoal iron industry in the event of this
industry becoming an accomplished fact?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yampi Sound deposits and the

Koolyanobbing deposit, which comprise-
Cockatoo Island, 16,600,000 tons above

sea level.
Koolan Island, 92,000,000 tons above

sea level.
IKoolyanobbing, 69,250,000 tons down to

plain level (136 ft. below surround-
ing country).

(2) The leases granted on Cockatoo
Island and Koolan Island are for a period
of 50 Years from the date of passing of the
Act, with right of renewal for successive
periods of 21 years. The Koolyanobbing
deposit is reserved for 10 years from the
passing of the Act, and the reserve may not
be declared open for mining, cancelled, or
temporarily occupied after that period
without the approval of Parliament, but
the Minister may remove from the reserve
an amount of ore not exceeding fifty
thousand tons in any one year.

The royalty fixed in the agreement is at
the rate of 6d. per ton, but since the 1st
December, 1945, the company has volun-
tarily paid royalty at the rate of is. Gd.
per ton.

(3) All major deposits of iron ore in
Western Australia have been examined
superficially in the last two years. Explor-
atory Investigation by diamond drilling
and other mining activity have not been
carried out on these deposits, but diamond
drilling has been commenced on the Taller-
Ing Peak deposits.

(4) Decision on this would be made as a
result of investigations in No. (3), but
almost certainly from Koolyanobbing.

KARRAQULLEN SCHOOL.
Commencement and Number of Classrooms.

28. Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) When is it expected that the new
school at Karragullen will be commenced?
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(2) How many classrooms is it expected
will be erected?

The MINISTER replied:
It is not proposed to erect a new school

at Karragullen, but to shift the existing
two classrooms to the new site as woon as
finance is available. It may not be pos-
sible for this work to be carried out during
the current financial year.

ROAD TRUCKS

Purchase by Forests Department.

29. Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Is it correct that when men form-
erly employed by the coal-mining com-
panies at Collie last year transferred to
the Forests Department road transport
trucks were purchased by or on behalf of
the Forests Department?

(2) How many trucks were purchased
and were tenders called?

(3) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, through the Controller of Stores

after Tender Board, Treasury and Execu-
tive Council approvals.

(2) Five. No tenders were called.
(3) Transport was urgently required and

prices were obtained for suitable types
which were readily available. The vehicles
purchased were at the lowest quotes obtain-
ed.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.

UNEMPLOYMENT.
Government Measures to Counter.

The Hon. D. BRAND asked the Premier:
in view of his statement in today's issue

of "The West Australian", that there arc
now 500 more people in Western Australia
lacking work, would he indicate to the
House what special measures the State
Government has in mind to stimulate
employment opportunities in Western
Australia?

The PREMIER replied:
The Government is providing the maxi-

mum employment available with the funds
at its disposal. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion and those who think with him con-
demn this policy. The Government is fol-
lowing a policy of trying to persuade more
and more people in Western Australia to
support local industries, with the idea that
the demand for goods made in Western
Australia will increase and thereby provide
much greater opportunities for the employ-
ment of more people in Western Australia.

I might point out that if a sufficient
demand were available from the people of
'Western Australia for the goods which
already established factories and work-
shops in this State could produce with the
plant and equipment available, there would
be employment opportunities for a further

10,000 People in our manufacturing indus-
tries:. and that objective, if it could be
achieved, would more than overcome the
unemployment problems which exist in
Western Australia at the present time. ]
would appeal to the Leader of the opposi-
tion, to all members of Parliament and
members of the public, to give far greater
support to the products of our local in-
dustries and thereby employ more people
in this State.

COMMONWEALTH FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT.

Visit of Official and Use of Trust Fund

2. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister foi
Fisheries:

(1) Is he aware that a representative ol
the Commonwealth Fisheries ]Department
is at present in Western Australia?

(2) If so, is the visit of that official is
connection with the allocation of funds
from the Commonwealth Fisheries Trust
Fund?

CS) Is he aware of any application hav-
ing been made to the Commonwealth
Fisheries Trust Fund by private industr5
in Western Australia for assistance ir
developing the fishing industry: and, if so
what was the result?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. The Superintendent of Fishere~c

and Mr. Gates have been in the South-
West for some days investigating variou5
matters in connection with this fund.

(2) The reply is "partly". He has othet
duties while in this State, but amon$
matters with which he will deal will be
a crayfish survey of the south coast. Hie
is also looking into the matter of the
Albany whaling station and the Carnar,
von whaling station.

(3) The answer to both parts of thti
question is "No".

UNFAIR TRADING AND PROFIT
CONTROL ACT.

Premier's Opinion on Repeal.

3. Mr. BOVELL asked the Premier:
Fu1rther to his reply to the questior

asked by the leader of the Opposition
and in view of the fact that no majoi
private industry has commenced in West.
ern Australia during the past two years
does he not consider it advisable to ex.
punge from the records the unfair tradlnj
legislation?

The PREMIER replied:
I say that the best, safest, and sures

basis for the promotion of economic pro
gress in Western Australia is that pro
vided by the industries which we alread:,
have here. I would emphasise that thi
factories and workshops which we airead:
have, with the skilled managements whiol
they possess and the plant and macliner:
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already installed, could produce a far
greater volume of goods than they now
do: and if people in this State. including
the member for Vasse, would buy less
goods manufactured in the Eastern States
of Australia and more goods produced in
our own State, there would be far more
employment available In Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Boyd]l: The little capital I have is
invested in Western Australian industry.

The PREMIER: I am talking about our
buying habits and not the investment of
our surplus capital. If our existing fac-
tories and workshops could produce at
their maximum capacity-the already in-
stalled capacity-additional employment
could be made available in Western Aus-
tralia for 10,000 more people. In regard
to the specific point mentioned in the
hon. member's question, I say that the
legislation to which he refers has not had
the effect of keeping any large industry
away. I would go further and say that
several people already engaged In indus-
try, trade and commerce generally in this
State have sought the protection of this
law against the more monopolistic busi-
ness firms operating in this State and
some operating in other States.

RAILWAY TARPAULINS.
Source of Suply.

4. Mr. HEARMAI' asked the Premier:
In view of the answers he gave to the

Leader of the Opposition and to the
member for Vasse, would he look into the
source of supply of railway tarpaulins in
this State, particularly in view of the
fact that flax is produced in Western
Australia?

The PREMIER replied:

Yes. A very constructive question.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the 14th August.

MRl. COURT (Nedlands) [4.571: fit is
my desire to contribute to the debate on
the Address-in-reply, as amended, and I
would like to comment under three par-
ticular headings. I wish first to deal with
al matter which is partly parochial and
partly of concern to all members in the
House; namely, the National Parks Board,
with particular reference to Matilda Bay.
I will deal, secondly, with the industriall
outlook in Western Australia at the present
time, and the effect on it of Government
policy. I will make, thirdly, some com-
ments on long service leave. So that
Ministers cannot plead that theyj are not
forewarned, I desire to foreshadow that
when I conclude my remarks I intend to

move a further amendment to the Address-
in-reply. I make that clear so that there
can/ be no suggestion of discourtesy or
lack of prior notice.

Vie, Mintster for
going to trot out Uel_;_'e agan? Are you

.Mr-Ce0ttT: qI am nort going to fore-
shadow -that. No doubt the Premier will
seize this opportunity to take part in the
debate. We hope he does. On the first of
the matters I mentioned-the question ckfP
the National Parks Hoard and, in par-
ticular its administration of the Matilda
Bay area, more generally known as
Crawley-I wish to make some observa-
tibnis that are pertinent, not only to that
areaj but also to the overall problems
which confront this board.

Let mec hasten to say that I am not being
critical of the board. I have said previously
in this IHouse. and particularlyjduring last
session's debate on the Estimates, that I am
amazed that this board is able to achieve
as much as it does with the very limited
resources and funds at its disposal.I It has
been given a very large slice of territory to
look after; areas which, once one starts
spending money on them, involve colossal
sums if any major contribution is to be
made/ to their development and the
achievement of the Purpose for which they
have been set aside.

We must also remember that many of
the areas that this board administers were
wished on touit, mainly because no one else
wanted them. In times of local financial
stringency, or for some other reason, these
areas have been passed on to the National
Parks Board; and it is5 left with a very
considerable area of land which, of course,
brings with it financial embarrassment.

I Preface my remarks with those obser-
vations in fairness to the National Parks 7'
Board, which I appreciatef is ready and -S
willing at all times to develop these areas
to the limit of the resources that are made
available to it. In my opinion, the area of
Matilda Bay is the[I perfect setting for
greater development. It is well served with
transport which is easily supplemented to
meet seasonal and special occasions. It is
centrally and conveniently located-being
very close to the cityf and at the same time
very convenient for tourists and others
travelling from Perth to Premantle-and
it is also equally well located in its proxi-
mity to many other suburbs.

It is easylto develop car-parking facilities
at this Particular site. It has the advan-
tage that it is ideal, both in the water and
on the foreshore. for people with young
families. It has theffurther advantage, in
its natural setting, that parents--in par-
ticular those with young children-can alt
on the foreshore and look out over the
river to watch either the activities of their
owni children, Yacht races, or other events
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taking place on the river, and yet still have I have driven around Hackett Prive will
their backs to the sun for the greater parti3)recallfthat there are uigEUT fences on
,of the day. the National Parks Board's side and on

That is an important point, rot/on most the University's side. No doubt the
of our ocean beaches one has to sit facing authorities, in each case, are awaiting the
the glaring sun for a considerable part of realignment of the road before these
the day; whereas if one is sitting on the fenceS/are replaced with something more
banks of Matilda Bay, one~as one's back to pleasant and attractive. There is no doubt
the sun for the major portion of the day. I that, at the moment, they are an eyesore.
repeat, therefore, that for parents with Some of the amenities that are needed
young families this is a most important in the programme of development include.1
consideration. firstly, modern tea-rooms. The present

The area has other natural) advantages, structure is very old and out-moded, and
in that it includes Pelican Point. This certainly does not enhance the district.
has the advantage of Isolating on Pelican The proprietor operates the tea-rooms to
Point all the yacht clubs, together with all the satisfaction of the people who usej'the
their necessary clubhouses, boats and area so far as the facilities at present
gear, without interfering with thqfpeople's available will permit, but he is restricted in
use of the main bay foreshore and swim- his operation of that shop''
ming area. qIe Miniebt. u\ ntnunw2r socaiLLwor

In other words, there is one part of the oapitfse-tea-rooms?
bay which can be used by the generalr
public and those people who want/to swimi J;.6E9URT: -Of course, if the Govern-
or picnic there; and then at the far end..ment insists on owning the area, it
there is Pelican Point. which is ideally may insist on reconstructing the tea-
situated for use by yacht clubs with all the rooms. However, there is an alternative to
appurtenances which are necessary for that course; because I have a feeling that,
their$ activities. Having made those ob- if the matter were properly approached,
servations, I would like briefly tostt tenders could be called on 4/ground lease

whatis nededin tis aea.basis whereby, given a long lease, the Pro-
whatis nededin tis aea.prietor might be prepared to build modern

Firstly, there has to be development of tea-room which would revert to the
the area on a master pflan. It is insufi- authority owning the area when the lease
cientito do a little here and a little there expired. That isinot an unusual method.
with6ut a properly co-ordinated plan for If my memory serves me right, the circum-
the development of this beautiful bay- stances under which the King's Park tea-
one of the most beautiful in the world. rooms were reconstructed and modernised
It is important. evenjif the money is not were on that basis. I think tenders were
available to do the job immediately, that called fo4a building lease, although I would
a master plan for the development of the not be sure on that point.
bay and Pelican Point be agreed upon, so
that all money expended and# all work .- In constructing these modern tea-rooms.
undertaken is done towards reaching the t is important that facilities be made avail-
ultimate goal set down in this imase d pI le so that tourists may, whilst using the
plan. tea-rooms, admire the beauty of the river

Ther isurgnt eedforthefurher-both by day and by night. It does not
Ther is rget ned fo th furhercall for much imagination, and it certainly

development of lawns and shade, although does not present many technical difficulties
considerable progress has beenf made in -with modern methods of construction-to
that regard. There is urgent need for the provide such a building on the Matilda Bay
provision of car-parking facilities. At the waterfront. It is important that picnic
moment, car-parking facilities are such facilities be increased, including children's
that, during the summer months, it is only playthings on the foreshore. Some have
a matter) of a few weeks after the com- been installed already by the Lotteries
mencemeht of the busy period, before cars Commission, but I envisage that these will
get bogged in the sand in that area; and, have to be increased many times over with
of course, this leads to many traffic hazards increased patronage to the area.

and ncovenencea*;reslt.There is further scope for improvement
The alignment of the road is important. in the amenities in the water itself. There

A Bill was passed last session for that to are many beaches-Geelong, for instance,
be done. It has a direct bearing on the comes readily to mind-where improve-
ultimate building of the new teachers'j meats and facilities have been installed in
training college; because it follows that tewtr o nyaeteesig n

withut new roa algnmet, ith slides on the foreshore, but also a series of
necessary improvements, it will be irnpos- wheels and chutes and the like are pro-
sible to obtain satisfactory access to the feintewerhrehecldnca
new teacher's training college which is to sidedy inay the wtwher thmen chilre can
be builtjin that area. nothing like that in the water at Matilda

A further point is the general beautifica- Bay. In fact, the old springboard, which
tion that is needed, including the replace- existed when most of us were small boys,
mnent of unsightly fences and other out- is barely there;, it is purely a relic, and
moded constructions. Those members who that is all.
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That particular part of the bay lends
itself to that kind of development, so that
not only children, but also parents can use
these facilities in a safe area. It goes
without saying that once this area is de-
veloped for greater use by the public,
some Insurance will have to be made
against the algae nuisance so that it will
not frighten them away. However, I am
sure that, with modern methods, there is
no reason why that beach cannot be kept
clean during the summer season. It all
comes back to the question of what are
the problems preventing these things be-
ing done. It can be summarised in one
word: and that is, finance.

Up~ till now I have been extremely re-
luctant to raise this issue. In fact, I have
been extremely patient because I felt that,
in the immediate postwar years, it was im-
portant to get housing and other Problems
out of the way so that it could not be sug-
gested that development of Matilda Bay,
for example, was being done to the exclu-
sion of providing the essentials of life. We
are in the situation at the moment where
this State claims to have solved its housing
problem. In fact, the information we re-
ceived woulld suggest that we have a slight
surplus of houses if world standards are
taken as the basis. Therefore, it Is time
we started to examine projects such as
those I have mentioned. No longer can
they be shelved and pushed off as being of
no importance,

In fact, I am fast coming to the con-
clusion that such matters must be regarded
as investments and not as luxuries in the
life of this community. All the areas of
this State which are suitable for relaxation,
and which have scenic attractions, must be
included in a master plan for their greater
development. Each one must have its own
master plan so that all money expended in
a particular area. whether it be Crawley
or anywhere else, is spent towards reaching
the ultimate goal of developing the whole
area.

Haphazard treatment is not enough,
either for local use or for tourists: so we
return to the National Parks Board which
is being asked to do an impossible task if
the Government does not Propose to make
available sufficient finance for it to get on
with its job. Incidentally, most of the
work it does creates employment. It is
significant that some of its areas were
developed for that particular reason,
namely, to create a large proportion of
manual work as distinct from that done by
mechanisation.

It we care to have a look at the Estima-
tes we will find that for the year ended
the 30th June, 1957, the estimate is only
£17,500 for the whole of the work done by
the National Parks Board. That is not for
Crawley alone; th4 is the whole of the
National Parks Board's vote. In addition,
during the debate on the Estimates, the
Treasurer explained that other revenue was
received from gate takings, rentals and so

on-the details of which, to the best of my
knowledge, are not available to the House.
and therefore we do not know what that
other revenue is.

I would suggest that even the most
optimistic estimate of the revenue that this
board could obtain would not be a very
great contribution towards solving the
problem that it has to solve. It boils down
to this: that it becomes a butt for critic-
ism. The people complain that the amen-
ities are not good enough; that the sani-
tation is not good enough; and that this
and that are not good enough, when this
board has not the finance that it desires to
carry out its work. I am sure that the
board, or some other appropriate authority,
could develop Matilda Bay into one of the
most beautiful beaches in Australia, and
certainly turn it into a tourists' delight.

If it is the policy of the Government not
to grant the board sufficient money to get
on with the job, it must supply an alterna-
tive, We cannot let a beautiful area such
as that remain stagnant. We then have to
examine whether a local authority would
be prepared to encompass that area in its
boundaries and expend a satisfactory sum
to develop it.

Having made those few observations on
a matter which is partly parochial and
partly general In its nature, I would now
like to make some comments on the out-
look on industrial matters in this State,
with Particular reference to the effects
of Government policy. The other night
I thought that my Leader made an ex-
tremely convincing speech on this subject.
He quoted some very pertinent and telling
points. When my Leader was putting
those Points over, the Minister for Lands
was not smiling quite as much as he Is
tonight.

The Minister for lands: I was feeling
quite happy.

Mr. COURT: The Minister did not look
it, because I thought the Leader of the
Opposition made some extremely telling
Points In the submission he made to this
House.

The Minister for Transport: The Mini-
ister for Lands was concentrating on the
meeting of the Agricultural Council and
the price of wheat.

The Hon. D. Brand: Has he come to
any worth-while decision?

Mr. COURT:, The current position is
not healthy. I agree it is not good to harp
on those conditions when they are not as
buoyant as they could be, but we in this
House have to face these facts. It is our
duty to try to find a reason. I submit
that the reason for the industrial outlook
in this State is directly related to the
general atmosphere which surrounds the
Government's policy. All these matters
have some basic cause; sometimes it is a
physical thing and sometimes it is a
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Psychological thing. It is my opinion that
a n, this occasion we can bring It right
down to the point of the general atmos-
phere which surrounds the economy of
tbis State because of Government policy.

It was advanced by the member for
Leederville the other night that we have
no right to criticise the Government's
Policy; that once the Government is
elected, we of the Opposition are bound
to its policy. That is tommy rot and
nonsense I We would not surrender our
policy or political beliefs any more than
the Government would. Therefore we are
entitled to criticise the Government's
policy, and to explain in our way why it
is to the detriment of this community.

In roy opinion, what this State badly
needs is a clean start. We need the oppor-
tunity to wipe the slate clean and get off
from a fresh start, indicating to the world
at large that industry and population are
desired and welcome.

Mr. Lapham: Were you referring to any
'iusiness activities?

Mr. COURT: I think the attitude to-
wards industry and commerce in this
State has to be changed. We have to
give them the feeling that -they are
wanted and welcome, because they do not
feel that now. The policy of the present
Government makes this almost impossible
to achieve unless the Government is pre-
pared to declare publicly that it has
changed its mind-changed its policy, in
other words. Even if the Government did
that, in my humble opinion it would take
many years, and possibly a decade, to
restore the confidence that this State
needs to get geared up again to the posi-
tion it was in a few years ago.

The attack on industry in this State
has taken place under two headings--on
the legislative side, and on the adminis-
trative side. On the legislative side we
find the unfair trading legislation. Re-
gardless of what the Government might
think of the merits of that Act, the
way it is interpreted from one end of the
world to the other is doing something to
scare off industry.

Mr. Norton: Is this the only country that
has this legislation?

Mr. COURT: What does that matter?
We have to recognise the result, the effect,
and the remedy because of these things.
That is why I say the solution is to wipe
the slate clean.

The Minister for Education: You have
done your best to belittle this State over-
seas. That Is what you and your party
have done.

Mr. COURT: That is a malicious and
improper remark.

The Minister for Education: You have
e!on. your best to sabotage this State.

Point of Order.
Mr. Court: I ask for the withdrawal of

the remarks implying that I have done my
best to sabotage this State.

The Minister for Transport: in the same
way as your Leader did not withdraw his
remarks the other night.

Mr. Court: I am now addressing the
Speaker.

The Speaker: I understood the hion.
Minister to say that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition had done his best to
sabotage the State. The hon. member
thinks that is a reflection on him. I
therefore ask the Minister to withdraw that
remark.

The Minister for Education: I willingly
withdraw the remark if it is regarded as
offensive. I substitute the phrase that the
Liberal Party has tried to put the boots
into the Government with regard to this
legislation.

Detbate Resumed.

Mr. COURT: Of course we can take the
last part of the Minister's remark as
something of a compliment. Only the
repeal of this legislation will give us the
necessary clean start that we need. There
was an Honorary Royal Commission which
started off as a select committee inquiring
into this legislation. It was representative
of all parties. I say this: The select com-
mittee which became a Royal Commission
turned over backwards, to use a colloquial
phrase, to try to produce something which
would not only get the Government out of
the mess it was in, but give the State a
new chance.

What has happened? There is no men-
tion that the Commission's report is to
be acted upon, and legislation introduced
in lieu of the Unfair Trading Act. After
all, that body consisted of members of
the three parties-the Liberal, the Labour
and the Country Party. It sat and ear-
nestly applied itself to this particular
legislation. On a large area of points the
members reached unanimous opinion. It
is true there was a minority report; but
there was a, large area. of agreement
which the Government could have seized
on and said, "Right, we will give it a new
start; we will clean the slate, and at least
overcome this objectionable legislation and
start off with legislation which has the
support of the three parties--the parties
which make up the Parliament of this
State."

The Minister for Health: I think this cry
of the unfair trading legislation is only a
bogey. It has niot made any difference at
all.

Mr. COURT: I made this point earlier.
Even if there is nothing in it undesirable--
I do not admit that for one moment, and
if the Minister wants to debate these
points, I think we will have the opportu-
naity to do so later on in this session-the
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fact is that this legislation created a state
of mind which is stopping the development
of Western Australia.

The Minister for Education: You have
tried to create such a state of mind.

Mr. COURT. Nonsense! The way In
which the Minister puts it, we are going
round damaging Western Australia.

The Minister for Education; So you are!

The Minister for Transport: Your Gov-
*ernment damaged this State for six years
when it was in office.

Mr. COURT: If the Minister wants to
take up that point, I can say that he would
cheerfully accept a return to the state of
employment which existed in this State
during those six years.

The Minister for Transport: But then
.your Government had the advantage of a
good Federal Labour Government which
gave it a flying start.

Mr. COURT: In spite of that, our Goy-
*ernment created a state of prosperity, the
equal of which Western Australia has never
experienced.

The Minister for Transport: The more
.Liberal Governments there are in Aus-
tralia, the more unemployment there is.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has the floor. I
appeal to hon. members to give him a
-chance.

Mr. COURT: The Minister for Transport
is usually fairly shrewd in his approach to
these political problems; but in this in-
stance he walked right into our corner
when he spoke about unemployment, in
view of the fact that he is a senior Minister
in a Government which has the highest
proportion of unemployment in Australia.

Mr. Johnson: And a very small amount
of Federal funds.

The Minister for Transport: Don't you
think that the position would be a little
-different if we had schemes similar to the
Snowy River, St. Mary's, and rail stan-
.dardisation in this State?

Mr. COURT: If the Minister wants a
debate on rail standardisation, I will ask
him what representations his Government
has made in recent months to have this
.scheme implemented? So much on the
legislative side. That is not the end of
that side, because there are many other
.facets of the Government's programme
which have been detrimental to the indus-
:trial expansion of this State.

The Minister for Transport: On the
legislative side your mob had price control
for six years. You are now talking about
a milk-and-watery thing-profit control
and unfair trading-which is insignificant
:by Comparison.

Mr. COURT: I hope that all this time
which the Minister is taking out of my
speech will be allowed to be added on at
the other end.

The Minister for Transport: I have tried
to give you the right view so that you will
be right at the end of your address.

Mr. COURT: The Minister's reflections
on the price control laws are completely in-
consistent with the allegation that he per-
sonally made against the McLarty-Watts
Government regarding the administration
of price control. He was critical of the fact
that that Government did not administer
it with sufficient ferocity.

The Minister for Transport: Your non-
interference with profiteering for six years.

Mr. COURT: It did a wonderful thing
for this State-to a degree which the
present Government never experienced.

The Minister for Transport: Such as
housing problems, classroom problems,
blackouts, and everything else!

The Hon. D. Brand: There were no
blackouts when we left.

The Minister for Transport: Yes there
were!I

The Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: We built
over 27,000 houses in our term.

Mr. COURT: I return to the point I put
to the Minister: he would be very cheerful
to return to the state of employment that
existed in Western Australia during the era
of the McLarty-.Watts Government.

The Hon. D. Brand: Might I ask how
many blackouts the Minister for Housing
experienced-

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask for
order. While interiections arc all right, we
cannot have everybody interjecting. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition may pro-
ceed.

Mr. COURT: I was about to comment
on the administrative actions of the Gov-
ernment which are militative against the
industrial expansion of Western Australia.
These are the things that are not quite so
obvious to the public, because they do not
involve an Act of Parliament each time
some action is taken by the Government.
A direction is given as part of Govern-
ment policy as an administrative meas-
ure, and the job goes on. It is not until
a Particular industry starts to feel the
squeeze that it realises just what the
Government has done to that industry.

We have the expansion of the State
Trading Concerns; we have the expansion
of the day labour organisation; and what
is even worse, we have the direction of
business to the Government concerns, with-
out tbe opportunity for competitive tender
or competitive quote.

I find that as one travels in the Eastern
States, these things are understood by the
Eastern States industrialists, even more
than by Western Australians, because they
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examine these matters and get reports on
them. It Is only Just now that industry in
Western Australia is starting to rouse it-
Self, starting to realise the Squeeze being
put on it. I think we will hear a lot more
from industry, which has been very com-
placent up to now in respect of Govern-
ment policy. It is our duty, as members of
Parliament, to tell more and more people
in Western Australia of the Government's
policy of socialism through stealth, be-
cause that is what it amounts to.

The Minister for Education laughs again.
We can always tell when he Is in difficulty.
He gives a laugh, trying to make out that
he is indifferent to the situation. But
underneath it all he is extremely worried.

What are some of the examples of this
Government's policy? In regard to the
labour position, I refer to the Albany Hos-
pital project. We were assured in this
House that the foundations would be built
under day labour, and the building itself
by tender. It seemed peculiar to me to
erect the foundations by day labour and
then build the rest by tender. But what
happens? Time goes on, and the next
thing the Government decides is to build
all by day labour, and when asked why
that has come about just comes out with
the statement that it is Government policy.
Of course, admitting to the world that this
Government is a socialist government-

Mr. Johnson: Is day labour a socialistic
Step?

Mr. COURT: Under certain circum-
stances it may not be; but in point of fact,
the way in which it is used by this Govern-
ment it definitely is, without any reserva-
tions. We come to the Medical School.

Mr. Johnson: You have not proved your
submission. Get back to it!

Mr. COURT: I am not going to be caught
for time as I have been in the past. On the
question of the medical School. we have
the buildings under way, but find them
being built by the Public Works Depart-
ment by day labour. This is taking place
in spite of the fact that a very generous
response was received from the public gen-
erally in the State, and particularly from
so many industrialists. What does it amount
to? It amounts to this: Some of these
people have, in fact, made a generous con-
tribution towards providing work for an
organisation which has the objective of
putting them out of business. It is just
like asking me to make a donation to the
A.L.P. It would be as crazy as that.

The Premier: If you did that, it would
be the best use to which you have ever put
any money.

Mr. COURT: That is a matter of opin-
ion.

The Hon. D. Brand: I think that is a
reflection. Ask the Premier to withdraw
that remark.

Mr. COURT: Another point which is;
clearly understood by industrialists not.
only here, but in other parts of Australia
and in other parts of the world, is the-
method by which the diesel railears were-
handed over to the Midland Junction.
Workshops.

The Minister for Transport: Thereby,
finding it work. Do you want this Govern-
ment to sack the employees?

Mr. COURT: Definitely not! We are-
trying to create employment for workers-
In view of the fact that we have geared
up and increased production we must in-
crease the consumption from our existing
factories, and part of that process is in.
creating new factories. It just cannot be-
stagnant. Industry is dynamic and must.
go on or back.

The Minister for Transport: You would
like the Government to sack its employees.

Mr. COURT: No-one has ever sug-
gested that. We want to create more em-
ployment and have an expanded economy,
but the Government is not going the right.
way about it.

The Minister for Transport: You still-
want the Government to sack its employees.

Mr. COURT:, These are the questions r7
asked at page 2974 of Mansard for 1957--

(1) With reference to the 10 diesel.
railcars on which it is reported work
will start almost immediately at the-
Midland Junction Railway Workshops,.
does this mean that the Government
is committed to an expansion of met-
ropolitan rail passenger transport ser-
vices, regardless of the fate of the!-
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Trans-
port Trust Bill and the findings of the,
select committee examining the Bill?

(2) What is the anticipated effect on
metropolitan rail passenger transport
losses when the 10 diesels are in ser-
vice?

The following replies were given by the-
Minister for Transport:-

(1) The new railcars are required
to cope with increased peak hour ser-
vices.

(2) it is anticipated that losses will
be substantially reduced.

The next question asked of the Minister
for Transport, or the Minister representing
the Minister for Railways, was--

(1) Were tenders called for the
supply of the 10 diesel railcars and
new set of coaches for the Westland
express, which it is reported are to be
built at the Midland Junction Railway
Workshops?

The Minister's reply was-
(1) Tenders were called for the

diesel railcars but not for the Westland-
set.
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My next question was-
(2) If so, how many tenders were

received, whom from, and for what
amounts?

This was the Minister's reply-
(2) Tenders were called for 10 rail-

cars sectionalised under the following
headings:

(a) Body and underframes,
(b) Power unit and underfloor

equipment,
(c) Bogies and axleboxes.

Tenders covering railcars complete
(exclusive of painting) and alterna-
tively without bogies were submitted
by Cravens. Ltd. Other tenders re-
ceived were:

(a) Commonwealth Engineering
Co. Ltd. and Ruhaak & Co.
Ltd.

(b) Commonwealth Engineering
Co. Ltd. and David Bell Pty.
Ltd.

(c) Bradford Kendall Ltd. and In-
dustrial Steel Ltd.

My next question was-
(3) Were the railcar and Westland

coach specifications identical for the
tenders called and for the work being
undertaken in the Midland Junction
Railway Workshops?

To this question the Minister replied,
"Generally." I then asked the Minister-

(4) What are the Midland Junction
Railway Workshops quotes or estimates
for the work?

The answer to this question is most fas-
cinating. It shows the state of mind of
the Government. The Minister said-

(4) The complete estimate for the
railcars is not yet available for the
work to be performed at Midland Junc-
tion Workshops but is confidently ex-
pected to be much lower than the
tendered prices. The total estimate for
the Westland train set is £420,000.

What chance have we of attracting
industry when we do business like this in
the calling of tenders-and expensive
tenders, which sometimes cost hundreds
and thousands of pounds to prepare? It
is not a thing the office boy can do.

Mr. Potter:, I did not think private in-
dustry relied on the Government to that
extent.

Mr, COURT: If the Government insists
on running the trains, of course it has to
buy trains. These people tender, in all
sincerity; and the Government does not
accept any tender, but hands the job to a
Government instrumentality without com-
pleting the quotes or estimates. What

chance has industry in these circum-
stances? floes this not reflect a state of
mind hostile to private enterprise?

Mr. Potter: I don't think it does.

Mr. COURT: I do not think I shall take
too seriously the comment of the member
for Sublaco. The remaining questions
asked at that time are irrelevant to this
discussion; and I go now to the follow-up
questions. At page 3036 of the same
Hansard, the Minister representing the
Minister for Railways was asked-

(1) With reference to the question I
asked on the 12th November, with
regard to the calling of tenders for the
supply of diesel railcars and Westland
coaches, what were the amounts of the
tenders?

To this question the Minister replied-
It is not the practice to make public

details of prices submitted by private
tenderers.

My next question was--
(2) With ref erence to another

answer be gave, how can the Govern-
ment be confident that the work can
be performed cheaper at the Midland
Junction Workshops than by tenderers
when complete estimates are not yet
available?

The Minister replied-
By comparing recent tendered prices

with the cost of previous purchases.
I do not think that deceived anyone.

The Minister for Transport: Do you
recall the preceding Government ordering
millions of pounds worth of stuff, overseas.
without getting a quote, or calling tenders,
or anything?

Mr. COURT: I think the circumstances
of that have been well canvassed in the
House.

The Minister for Mines:, But they still
remain the fact.

Mr. COURT: Even if we eliminate the
fact that the circumstances were entirely
different, does that excuse this Government
from going about its business in this
manner?

The Minister for Transport:. Without
receiving an estimate, calling tenders, or
anything-a blank cheque!

Mr. COURT: The Minister was prepared
to give this order to the Midland Junction
Workshops without their completing an
estimate.

The Minister for Transport: To Western
Australian workers, yes.

Mr. COURT: But these were going to be
built mainly in Western Australia.

The Minister for Transport: Your blank
cheque was for overseas.
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Mr. COURT: The instances are not com-
parable. This was a, case of 10 diesel rail-
cars to be built in Western Australia.

The I-on. D. Brand: Anyhow, the
Minister knows you couldn't obtain labour,
whether skilled, unskilled, or anything.

The Minister for Transport: Who
couldn't? There are many things your
Government did not do.

Mr. COURT: I refer now to the question
of the Serpentine Damn tenders. I am
using statements made not by Liberal
people, but by Ministers of this Govern-
ment. We pressed the Minister for Works
for some indication as to why he did not
call tenders for the Serpentine Dam pro-
ject. I invite members to see the answers
given at pages 2129 and 2522 of Hansard
for 1957. 1 will not weary the House by
going through them in detail. Suffice it to
say that the Minister for Works just
brushed aside the question of calling ten-
ders for this job; and not only for the
whole job, but for the major parts of the
job-for instance, the earthworks.

TheMinister for Transport: What ten-
ders were called for the construction of the
Causeway and the raising of the wall of
Mundaring Weir?

Mr. COURT: If the Minister wants to
go back to those days, I shall have to start
a new subject.

The Minister for Transport; Let him who
is without sin-if it be one-cast the first
stone. Trhis Government is, doing exactly
what your Government did in the matter
of principle.

Mr. COURT: I am not talking of the
history of the Government of that time.
Let us examine the situation. We had
then over-employment, not only in West-
ern Australia. but Australia: and indeed
in most parts of the world. We got a job
done where and how we could.

The Minister for.Transport: Why do you
think the Government could get workers
at that time, and private industry could

,.not?
Mr. COURT: The Minister knows what

the situation was then.
The Minister for Transport: It took a

fancy to and had a. love for socialism and
used the Public Works Department day
labour.

Mr. COURT: it took no love for socialism.
The ,Miniister for Transport: I judge on

perform=ance.
Mr. COURT: it got away from it as fast

and as. far as it could.
The Minister for Transport: No, it just

got out of it.
Mr. COURT: I move on to a further

question fegarding the State Engineering
-Works: _,but before doing so, it is interest-
ing to go back to a question asked in 1956

which shows that the rot was then first
starting to set in with a vengeance. I am
afraid that neither the opposition nor
industry in this State, realised just what
was the import of the Government's
action, and the end effect of it; or how
far and fast the Government was going
on this policy of administrative action
instead of legislative action to achieve itsq
policy of socialism.

In respect to the famous tender No.
1100/56, we asked the Minister for Works
this question at page 879 of Hansard for
1956-

With reference to the tender ac-
cepted-vide "Government Gazette,"
page 2206, the 31st August, 1956, and
being Tender Board No. 1100/5&-

(a) Were there any other
tenderers?

To this question the Minister replied.
"Yes". My next question was-

(b) If so, who were they, and what.
were their tenders?

The Minister's reply was--
£

(b) Mephan Ferguson .... 97,250
Humes Ltd ... .... 77,760
State Engineering Works 80,320

This is important. The State tender was
the second highest. My next question
was--

Cc) Was the accepted tender the
lowest?

The answer given by the Minister, without
a blush, was, "No". I then asked-

Cd) If not, why was it accepted?
The reply was really amazing; and if it
was not so serious it would be funny-

(d) Allowing for profit included in
the tender, the overall cost to the
Government was less by accept-
ance of the second lowest tender.

In other words, the Government could pay
the State Engineering Works £80,320 and
it was cheaper to do that than have the
job done by Humes Ltd., who are experts
at this type of work, for £77,760. It is
interesting to learn from answers given
to me by the acting Minister for Works,
that some trouble at the Narrows bridge
arises because of this particular work.
But that is only on the side.

The Minister for Transport: It is com-
pletely irrelevant.

Mr. COURT: I do not think it is. In
one case the Government rejected the
tenders of experts who had been in this
game for many years; and in the other
it accepted the tender of some concern
which had to bring in new equipment to
do the job because it was foreign to its
normal production. The fifth question
was-

Ce) What is the total cost under the
accepted tender and what would
it be under the other tenders?
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The Minister replied-
te) By accepting the following

tenders, the cost to the Govern-
ment would have been as fol-

Mephan Ferguson ... 97,250
Humes Ltd. .. .- 77,760
State Engineering

Works: £80,320 less
£7,000 profit allow-
ance plus £1,200 for
duplication of auto-
matic welding plant 74,520

By this mysterious reasoning the Min-
ister arrived at a figure of £74,520; and
he used that as an excuse to give the job
to the State Engineering Works after
having called public tenders. Surely the
tenderers were entitled to have their
tenders accepted on their merits.

The Minister for Transport: Have you
never heard of someone calling tenders;
and, after receiving the prices, deciding
to do the job himself? Of course you
have!

Mr. COURT: That is all right. That
happens quite often, but for special
reasons. This is a different thing. When
Governments go into the tendering field
they are in a different category from that
of a member of the public. Furthermore,
here is a case where the Government has
a tender from an experienced firm. The
Government could not doubt this firm's
stability or its technical ability; and it
was, in fact, the lowest tenderer. But by
this mysterious piece of bookkeeping the
firm was made to be only the second
lowest tenderer in the eyes of the Minister.
At page 076 of Hansard. for the same
year I asked the Minister further ques-
tions--

(1) With reference to his answer to
my question without notice on
the 18th September, 1956, dealing
with Tender Board tender No.
1100/56, does this mean that in
future where a Government in-
strumnentality is tendering, such
instrumentality will be permitted
to revise its tender after the
closure of tenders?

To this question the Minister replied-
(1) Tender was not revised.

My next question was-
(2) Were all tenderers given the

same opportunity to revise tenders
in this particular case?

The Minister's reply was--
(2) Answered by No. (1).

My third question was--
(3) Is not the method used in this

particular case an unfair use of Gov-
ernment influence to the detriment of
other tenderers, and is it not unfair
competition?

As would be expected, the Minister, In view
of the predicament he was in, answered,
"No." But he did not convince anybody
because if that is not unfair competition
and an unfair method, I do not know
what is.

Mr. Johnson: You have had plenty of
experience, too.
. Mr. COURT: I do not know what the
hon. member is getting at.

The Hon. D. Brand: Go on preparing
your half -holiday Bank Bill.

Mr. COURT: The charcoal iron and steel
industry at Wundowie is another State
concern, and one which the Premier re-
gards as his baby, and which he now wants
to extend into the South-West. That is the
type of thinking that comes with State
trading concerns.

The Premier has been pressing very hard
for the release of 1,000,000 tons of iron ore
for export to Japan; and the general im-
pression, from the publicity that has been
given to it, is that this is to form the basis
for the establishment of a major charcoal
iron industry in the South-West In
response to a question asked by me the
other day, the Premier said that if it had
been possible to exercise the option for
Koolyanobbing ore, there would have been
a Profit in excess of 20s. per ton.

In round figures, for 1,00.000 tons of
ore there would have been a profit in
excess of £1,000,0)00, presumably after all
mining, handling, and transport costs and
the like. I then asked-

What are the latest estimates of the
cost of establishing a charcoal iron
industry in the South-West?

and the Premier replied-
Approximately £2,000,000 but subject

to variation in respect to ultimate site
selected.

It foreshadows, of course, that even if the
original deal had gone through, something
In the vicinity of £1,000,000, even on the
Premier's estimates, would have been nec-
essary to build this State-owned charcoal
iron industry in the South-West. I submit
that the figure of £2,000,000 would be an
unrealistic one; in my opinion, the figure
would be much higher, and therefore a
much bigger burden on the State's finances.

If hon. members look at the Auditor-
General's report for last year, they will
find, at page 106, the balance sheet for the
Wunddwie wood distillation charcoal iron
and steel industry. The capital and the
liability to the Treasury total £1,903,000,
as at the 30th June, 1957. I submit that
since then. something in the vicinity of
Maybe £700,000 or £800,000 could be ad-
ded to that cost, because there has been
an expansion of the plant over the last
few months, and therefore the figure
would now be almost £3.00 0.000.
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I have always understood that the
Wundowie project was a pilot plant and
not the ultimate so far as a wood distilla-
tion and charcoal iron and steel industry
was concerned. So it seems logical to me
that this new show, which is to be much
bigger than the one at Wundowie, could
not be built for any lesser figure; and
therefore at least £2,000,000, if not more,
would have to be found from State finances
further to expand State Trading Concerns.
The Government would do that rather than
put the money into real types of work that
would expand the economy of the State
and give the necessary boost and en-
couragement for private industry to pro-
ceed.

Mr. Johnson: Such as what?

Mr. COURT: I could go on quoting
answers given by Ministers-during last
session, in particular-regarding directions
given that State Trading Concerns were
to be patronised by Government instru-
mentalities, regardless of quote and regard-
less of tender; but with time running out,
I will not be able to quote all the examples
that I would like to give. So I hall now
refer briefly to the Government's attitude
in 1957 towards the expansion of private
industry in Western Australia.\

The Minister for Transport: When are
you going to release this secret document?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: All in good time.

Mr. COURT: There is no secret about
it;, I have already given notice of it.

The Minister for Transport: It is secret
up to this stage.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will
Please resume his seat. Last session I re-
ferred to the fact that members were in
the habit-at least many of them-of
opening their papers in the Chamber and
reading them. I have sent a note to some
of the members who have been doing this
in an effort to avoid having to bring the
matter forward again in the H-ouse. How-
ever, the practice is still continuing, and
so I ask members on both sides of the
House to refrain from opening their papers
and reading them in their seats. If they
want to read papers, they should fold them
UP.

Mr. COURT: I think the Government is
realizing that some of its policy, if not all
of it, is backfiring rather badly, and there
has been a panic attempt to try to give
the impression to the public that there is
a change of heart.

Mr. Jamieson: You must mix in funny
circles.

The Premier: Liberal Party circles.

Mr. COURT; I should now like to quote
from Page 1187 of the 1957 Hansard, where
I asked some questions of the Minister for

Industrial Development. There is a whole
series of questions, among which was the
following:-

Has the Government any plans to
sponsor and assist any interstate or
overseas delegation of Western Aus-
tralian representatives to encourage
industrial and commercial expansion
in Western Australia?

In reply to that the Minister said, "No."
The Minister for Industrial Development:

What date was that?
Mr. COURT: The 3rd September, 1957.

He went on-
However, consideration is being given

to the possibility of the Government
participating in a proposed trade-ship
venture tentatively scheduled for 1958,
and likely to be arranged in the
Eastern States. Detailed information
has been requested.

That gives some indication of the Govern-
ment's thinking at that time. The ques-
tion of a mission was far from the Gov-
ernment's mind: and it would appear to
me that because things were not looking
too good it was decided to rush this mis-
sion through.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: You are only trading on words.

Mr. COURT: The Minister does not want
to rush in too quickly, because the next
question was also addressed to the Minister,
and niot by me.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: Another arch villain!

Mr. COURT: It was addressed by the
member for Victoria Park. He asked:

How many manufacturing businesses
have started in Western Australia
during the last 12 months and during
the last three years?

The Minister replied-
1954-1955-130 factories completed

at a building cost of £3,125,000.
1955-56--il7 factories completed

at a building cost of £1,878,000.
1956-1957-92 factories completed at

a building cost of £1,105,000.
There was a drop in the number of fac-
tories established from 130 to 117, and then
to 92; and the cost of establishing these
factories dropped from over £3,000,000 to
£1,105,000.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: I suppose you would have a lot of
those industries duplicated if you had your
way?

Mr. COURT: I think this is where the
Government and the opposition are at
variance. it is true that there are exist-
ing industries throughout the whole of
Australia, with their production Potential
not fully absorbed; but in developing new
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industries, more factories have to be built.
We have tor keep getting new factories be-
cause it is the building and equipping of
them that creates the biggest boost to
employment. Once we stop building and
expanding factories we have a pool of
men on our bands for whom we cannot
get work.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: You do not recognise that you have
some obligation to existing industries?

Mr. COURT: Apparently that is not the
view of the Government at present, because
the trade mission which is abroad has
offered very generous terms--and the Pre-
mier has confirmed that in this House-ta
new industries to come to Western Aus-
tralia.. I would hazard a guess that if
western Australian industries asked for
the same conditions they would not get
them.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: Do we have a tyre industry here?

Mr. COURT: The Government is asking
for new industries to come to Western Aus-
tralia; and is offering them an inducement
to come here.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment: Yes, for the manufacture of chemi-
cals, tyres and so on. There are various
new industries.

Mr. COURT: Do not let the Minister get
me wrong; we all want to see them estab-
lished here; but a. few moments ago the
Minister asked me if we wanted these in-
dustries duplicated. If people want to come
here and set up in competition with other
industries, why stop them? They will
create some expansion themselves. The
very establishment of the factories, and
their presence here creates employment.
This thing has caught up with us because
the ball was rolling along and gaining
momentum all the time. The creation of
new factories means the creation of em-
ployxnent; but all of a sudden that came
to a stop.

Mr. Potter: The same as happened in
Detroit.

Mr. COURT: But things do not have to
come to aL stop here because that happened
in some other part of the world. Ours is
a young and a vigorous State, and should
be expanding. Unless we put our heads out
to get these industries to establish them-
selves here, and so create employment, we
will have same sort of a recession. The
men reqired to operate a factory are
only Small in numnber compared with the
men required to build and equip that
factory.

My remarks on this particular point
would be incomplete if I did not make some
reference to circulars which have been
sent out by the Premier. Firstly, there was

one in connection with printing; and,
secondly, one in connection with the
R. & 1. Bank. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition dealt in some detail with the cir-
cular sent out by the Premier with respect
to printing; and I would like to bring to
the notice of the House the circular that
the Premier has sent out, over his personal
signature, to Government departments
and Government employees regarding the
R. & I. Bank.

I do not suggest for one minute that the
Premier, in sending the letter out, thought
thbat it would have the effect it has had in
certain quarters. I think he expects that
by the circular the Government will get
now and extra business for the R. & 1.
Bank; but the effect has been that having
received a letter from the Premier of the
State, many civil servants have interpreted
it to be a direction.

In other words, the fear complex has
come into it; and whether it was person A
or person B who received such a letter, the
reaction could be the same among the Gov-
ernment employees receiving it. It has also
had another effect; it has given the imn-
pression to other bankers in the State that
they are not welcome any more, in spite of
the contribution they have made to the
development of Western Australia.

The Minister for Health: They have
made a good profit out of it too.

Mr. COURT: The moment one talks
about the contribution made by industry,
certain members of the Governx.ient start
talking about what profits they have
made. Of course they make profits;' but is
there anything wrong with that? Is 7aere
anything indecent about it?

The Minister for Health: But what
about huge profits?

Mr. COURT: PE'eople who are making
money put on more employees. They have
to continue to expand; they do not just
stop. It is only the firms which are losing
money which cut down on their labour
force.

Mr. Jamieson: How much has the Bank
of N.S.W. invested here?

Mr. COURT: The hon. member would
be amazed.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes; I would be amazed
because I have seen the figures.

Mr. COURT: The hon. member will have
an opportunity to deal with that aspect
later in the session. 1 will be able to give
him the figures because I have taken themn
out.

The Hon. D. Brand: The Minister for
Health ref erred to big buildings. 'What
about the big building being erected by the
R. & I. Bank?
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The Minister for Health: That is good
for the State, because everyone gets a
share of it, not only the shareholders.

Mr. COURT: If the Bank of New South
Wales were putting up such a building, the
Minister would not say the same thing.
But that is the thinking of the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: It will be goad for the
building industry.

Mr. COURT: I am not decrying the
merits of the ft. & 1. Bank. But we have
to be very careful in case the wrong im-
pression gets abroad-the impression that
other industries and other banks in this
community are not wanted. But that is
the sort of impression that will get abroad
when a circular, or letter, is sent out by
the Premier, such as the one he sent out
in regard to the ft. & I. Bank.

I say to the Premier in a]] sincerity that
certain men in fairly senior positions in
one Government department which recei-
ved this circular-and I have a copy of a
circular that was on the notice board of
this particular department-transferred
their accounts because they felt that if
they did not do so there was a chance
that somebody might say that X, or Y, or
Z had not transferred his account to the
B. & 1. Bank following the request from
the Premier.

The Premier: Then they do not deserve
to hold high positions.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Be careful, big
brother is watching you!

Mr. COURT: My view is that the
private life of civil servants is their own;
and if they want to bank with a private or
Government bank, that is their own busi-
ness.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
Mr. COURT: It is not for the Govern-

ment to interfere.
The Premier: Hear, hear!
Mr. COURT: But the Premier, in send-

ing out this circular, has wittingly or un-
wittingly embarrassed some of these people
in regard to their bank accounts, because
he has requested them to transfer their
businesis to the Government bank. If that
bank could go out and compete for busi-
ness, in open comipetition, in its own right,
that would be all right.

Mr. Evans: What about the State 0ov-
crrnicnt Insurance Office? Do you think
it should have the right to compete with
the other insurance companies?

Mr. COURT: The hon. member will get
his chance to have a say on that, too.

The Premier: You have not read the
circular yet.

Mr. COURT: Would the Premier like me
to read it?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. COURT: This is a personal letter
or circular from the Premier to all Gov-
ermnent departments. The circular is
headed "The Rural & Industries Bank of
W.A." and reads as follows:-

Prom a commencement in 1945,
the "ft & V" is today well up with the
leaders in the banking field in West-
ern Australia, and the support of
Government employees has contri-
buted in no small measure to this
success.

The Government is appreciative of
the support already extended, but at
the same time I would like to point
out how desirable it is that all West-
ern Australians should bank with
their State bank and how appropri-
ate It is that Government employees,
who have such a vital interest In
Western Australia, should give the
lead.

If all members of the Government
service conducted their banking busi-
ness, both cheque and savings ac-
count, with the "ft & I," the bank
would receive a tremendous impetus
in the task it has set itself of mar-
shalling its funds for the urban and
rural development of the State.

This is one point that has been em-
phasised by the People who have com-
plained to me.

I would therefore urge you to lend
your personal support to these views
and to encourage your staff to do the
same.

Bear in mind that this letter was signed
personally by the Premier. It continues--

I would appreciate your circulating
this letter amongst your staff, display-
ing copies of it on your office notice
boards, and publishing it in the de-
partmental domestic magazine you
may issue.

(Signed) A. R. G. HAWKE,
Premier.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No wonder some
of them felt frightened!

The SPEAKER: The hon. member's
time has expired.

On motion by Mr. Roberts, time ex-
tended.

Mr. COURT: Thank you. Mr. Speaker.
I will endeavour to be brief.

The Premier: It is not the Speaker, but
the House.

The Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: The Pre-
mier should have added a P.S. to his cir-
cular that nationalisation was still his
party's objective.

Mr. COURT: It is no good our fobbing
this off and saying it is of no significance.
I would not for a moment suggest that
the Premier would personally want to spy
on these fellows, or call for a list; but
the mentality of many people is such that
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they fear that will be done. One gentle-
man who came to me about this matter
transferred his account; and when asked
why-because he had been a person with
a very decent sort of banking background
-he retorted, -If you were in my position
and had received this letter1 what would
you do?" I think we all know what the
answer is.

The Minister for Transport: I do not
think the Person is worthy of the respon-
sible position he occupies if that is his
attitude.

Mr. COURT: The person to whom I refer
is a very responsible man and a very loyal
servant of the present Government.

The Minister for Transport: What you
have said does not do him any credit. He
had the right to refuse.

Mr. COURT: I would now like to move
on to my last point. I see that the Minis-
ter directly concerned has left the Cham-
ber.

The Premier: We all do that occasion-
ally!

Mr. COURT: The matter I wish to men-
tion is long service leave. It is interesting
to look at the situation which existed
during the last session. The Government
introduced a Bill designed to embarrass the
Legislative Council, and, I suppose it
could be said, to embarrass the Oppo-
sition generally. The Government was
rather nonplussed when it found, how-
ever. that we had supported the principle
of long service leave for a very long time,
and had made that fact public.

Why the Government, and the Minister
concerned, did not anticipate that is beyond
me. However, the Government introduced
a Bill, which was firstly an unrealistic
measure; secondly, it backfired, because
the public were quick to sense that it was
a political stunt. The Bill provided for
three months' leave after 10 years' service.
This was not to be operative until 1961,
and it was to have retrospective effect to
1951.

The Opposition put forward a proposal
which we referred to as the code. The code
was a Proposition for three months' leave
after 20 years' service with immediate
effect, and with retrospectivity for 20 years.
The Government laughed that to scorn,
and brought about the defeat of that legis-
lation, leaving the employees in private
industries without any immediate protec-
tion-a protection they could have had just
as quickly as the Government gazetted
the measure.

The Minister for Transport: You should
make a correction. It was the Legislative
Council that brought about the defeat of
the legislation.

Mr. COURT: No. The Minister should
study Hansard. The Government defeated
the legislation. it just dropped the Bill;
and, what is more, the Government an-
nounced this publicly before the Bill was

dropped here. So the Government de-
feated the legislation. What has happened
since last session? The unions have had
to go to the Arbitration Court, at consider-
able expense and inconvenience; and the
Arbitration Court in its wisdom, and with
complete freedom, has considered the
matter and granted leave on the basis of
the code. The court gave long service leave
on the same basis as the Opposition offered
it in this Chamber last session.

The Minister for Transport:, Minus many
strings.

Mr. COURT: The Minister for Transport
ought to be careful: it was not "minus
many strings." It was in line with the
code. The Arbitration court was unable
to cover all workers. We offered this on a
plate to all workers with immediate effect.
The Arbitration Court, being completely
free to make up its mind, could have given
three months in ten Years had it thought
that desirable in the interests of the econ-
omy and of the workers of the State. How-
ever, it granted three months after 20
years; and, through no fault of its own,
the court left a large number of workers
at the mercy of Parliament.

In other words It reQuires legislative
action to cover all these employees who
could not be granted leave through the
Arbitration Court. It is beyond my com-
prehension that a Government which
makes such a play of industrial measures,
and which is always holding itself up as
the champion of the worker, should make
no mention of this in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech. Nor were several other industrial
matters mentioned. But we will confine
our remarks to this for a moment.

Did the Government decide to leave these
workers outside the scope of the Arbitra-
tion Court, without long service leave? Is
it a method of intimidation so that people
will be brought into the net of unionism-
in many cases maybe against their will?
Surely no responsible Governiment Would
do that. There must be some other reason.
Having that in mind, I propose to move an
amendment.

Before doing so. however, I wish to
observe that following the controversy that
arose here last Thursday, I took the trouble
to look up the opinion of the celebrated
May on that point. We find in May's
'Parliamentary Practice," 15th Edition,

Chapter XIV, page 292, the following:-
The debate on the Address falls into

two Parts. The first is used for a re-
view of Government Policy especially
in relation to the contents of the
King's Speech. The second consists
of a series of amendments, generally
regretting omissions from the King's
Speech, which are usually moved by
Leaders of the Opposition and oc-
casionally by back-benchers. Thus the
first Part of 'the- debate is wide enough
to cover the whole field of Government
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policy, and in the second part practice
concedes the initiative to the Opposi-
tion.

Backed by that illustrious opinion, I
would lie to move the following amend-
went to be added to the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply:-

and regrets the omission from the
Lieut.-Oovernor's Speech of any refer-
ence to legislation for long service leave
for employees In private industry not
covered by awards or legislation be-
cause of the Government's rejection
last session of a comprehensive scheme
with immediate effect put forward by
the Opposition.

THE PREMIER (The Hon. A. R. 0.
Hawke-Northam-on amendment) [6.101:
After listening carefully to practically the
whole of the speech of the Deputy leader
of the opposition, the member for Ned-
lands, one cannot imagine a bigger flop
than this being moved by way of an
Amendment. Had the Deputy Leader
moved something about the unfair trading
legislation, or about the alleged lack of
industrial development, or something
which affects all the citizens and the
economy of the State as a whole, or gener-
ally, the amendment might have had some
stamina.

Mr. Court: You did not think that about
my leader's amendment the other night.

The PREMIER: This amendment com-
pletely lacks stamina. It is so weak and
wobbly that it is not likely to stand up at
all, let alone for a little while.

Mr. Court:* At least you are speaking to
It. You would not speak to the one the
other night.

The PREMIER: If we are to go back to
the other night-and If we are allowed to
do so for a moment or two-I would say
the debate on that occasion collapsed be-
cause of the obvious, and inexcusable,
failure on the part of the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition to stand up and support his
Leader's case.

The Hon. D. Brand: You cannot get away
with that; it was your Deputy who let you
down,

Mr. Court: You had better have a talk
with the Minister for Transport.

The PREMIER: Let us come quickly to
this weak, wobbly and Pathetic amendment
moved by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion. In the first place It expresses regret
because something is not mentioned In the
speech with which the Lieut.-Governor
declared Parliament open on the 7th
August. Many members who heard the
Lleut.-Governor's Speech thought there
was too much in it. I heard some members
say that, after the Speech was delivered.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition may
have been one of them; though I did not
hear him say so.

Any member of Parliament of any con-
sequence, and with any experience in these
matters-and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has not had that experience-
will know the Ueut.-Oovernor's Speech
does not contain all the Legislation that the
Government intends to introduce, and
very often it does not contain the more
important measures the Government
intends to bring down.

Mr. Court: It should give consideration
to the main issues.

The PREMIER: So there is no signifi-
cance in the fact that the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech did not contain some reference to
long service leave for those employees In
the State not covered by the Arbitration
Court awards. For the information of the
House, and for the information of the
public, I can say the Government has been
giving very active consideration to this
question for many weeks past. The Minis-
ter for Labour has been giving special and
particular attention to the question, and
legislation is in the process of being drawn
up In a detailed formn, in order that the
final draft, for introduction to Parliament,
can be considered and approved by the
Ministers of the Government. Therefore
I sincerely hope and trust that this amend-
ment will receive a short, sudden, and
drastic fate.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottelo-
on amendment) (7.32): I rise to support
the amendment moved by my Deputy
Leader just before the tea suspension, an
amendment which in its context regretted
the omission from the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech of any reference to legislation con-
cerning long service leave. I feel the
amendment is justified; and I would like
to Say that even if no-one else regrets the
omission from the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech, it must be surprising to anybody
who reads that Speech to see that this
particular item of legislation-which now
-I believe is intended to be brought for-
ward-was omitted. It was heartening
that the Premier, on this occasion, did rise
and reply to the amendment moved.

Mr. Court: Not for long.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: However, he

tended to dismiss the amendment in a very
light fashion and did not give it the import
which I feel It deserves. You will recall,
Sir, that it was only last session that this
particular matter of long service leave was
regarded by the Government as one of
extreme -importance and of extreme
urgency. You will remember also that
emphasis was laid on these particular
facts; yet we find that the Premier at this
stage of the proceedings Is able to dismiss
it very lightly in a speech that lasted -no
more than two or three minutes.

The Minister for Education: Very effec-
tive, though.
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Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: It was also how ill-advised the Government was when
regarded by the Premier as of so little im-
portance that it did not merit inclusion
in the Speech made by the Lieut.-Gov-
ernor. The Premier, in the course of his
few remarks, did say that he felt it might
have been different had the amendment
been moved along lines which concerned
the economy of the State: or. I think
more Particularly, along lines having re-
gard to the industrial development of the
State. He must have a very short memory
because it was very much along those
lines that my Leader, last week, moved
an amendment to the Address-in-reply.

Following that amendment there was no
reply from the Government whatsoever;
no reply to any of the criticisms made dur-
ing the course of my Leader's speech. The
fact is that this present amendment still
contains an important issue. The workers
of this State who have not been covered by
the award have lost at least 12 months in
their long service leave conditions.

At the time the Hill was introduced last
session, it was the Opposition's viewpoint
that the code should be accepted: and if
it had been, as it was subsequently dealt
with and accepted in the Arbitration
Court. these workers could have immedi-
ately availed themselves of long service
leave conditions, because at that time the
code went back as far as 20 years to give
workers an opportunity of taking their
leave immediately.

Mr. Lawrence: What awards do you refer
to?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Therefore,' it
is regrettable that this was not included in
the Lieut.-Governor's Speech: and it must
indicate, to a great extent, the way the
Government feels about this situation at
the present time.

The Lieut.-Governor's Speech contained
reference to a great deal of legislation. In
looking through the Speech I note that
Bills will be introduced to amend the Mine
Workers' Relief Act, the Coal Mines Regu-
lation Act, the Inspection of Machinery
Act, and the Mining Act. A Bill will also
be introduced to suspend the interim devel-
opment order for a further toerm, that hav-
ing to do with the metropolitan regional
plan. The Swan River Conservation Bill
will be resubmitted with amendments.
There is also a Bill to give natives full
status as citizens; and mention is made of
seven or eight additional types of legis-
lation, all gaining recognition in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech by virtue of the fact,
Presumably, of their importance. Yet this
particular item of long service leave did not
merit inclusion. Therefore, I feel that this
amendment is entirely justified.

MR. PERKINS (Roe-on amendment)
['7.38]: 1 am beginning to wonder whether
It is perhaps by deliberate intent that this
particular subject is not in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech. We realise now just

this legislation was before the House last
session that it did not accept the advice
given by members of the Opposition when
the Hill was introduced at that time and
accept what is referred to as the code
rather than insist upon the Provisions
which were included in the Hill as brought
before the House in order to implement
long service leave in Western Australia.
The result, of course, is well known.
Therefore, because of the Government's
insistence on some of these conditions, the
Bill Was lost. The matter was later con-
sidered by the Arbitration Court. and fin-
ally a judgment of that Court was exactly
along the lines of the code which the
Opposition stressed the Government should
accept when this legislation was before
the House last year.

Mr. Andrew: Has that code ever been
sighted?

Mr. PERKINS: I suggest that the mem-
ber for Victoria Park find out more about
the subject. I imagine that he. together
with other members on that side of the
House, are not particularly happy with
what has happened, and are probably hav-
ing to answer some very nasty queries
from certain workers of this State as to
what are their duties in Parliament in
order to safeguard the interests of the
people they profess to represent.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. PERKINS: All that happened is

that when this matter came before the
Arbitration Court, that court accepted the
opinions which were voiced by members
on the Opposition side of the House. and
certain workers coming within the judg-
ment were able to obtain long service leave.
Workers in those unions are now Protected,
but obviously there are a great many
other workers who have no legal right to
long service leave in any shape or form.
My understanding is that, in a great many
cases, the employers are giving these con-
ditions; but the fact is that they are not
legally protected. The only People to blame
for their not being legally protected are
members on the Government side of the
House.

Mr. Heal: Do farmers get long service
leave?

Mr. PERKINS: I suggest that it is per-
haps by deliberate intent that the Govern-
ment has left this particular subject out
of the Lieut.-Governor's Speech to the
House, because I cannot imagine that any
member of the Government is particularly
proud of the position in which he Is placed
at the present time. Members on the
Government side have certainly not done
a good service to some of the People they
represent.

Several members interjected.
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Mr. PERKINS: No doubt it would suit the other was a Proposal to bring uni-
members to get on to side issues, but the
question we are discussing, as I understand
it, is whether we should express surprise
at the non-mention of the question of long
service leave in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech.

Mr. Andrew: You are not concerned with
the workers anyway.

Mr. PERKINS: I think that some of
us take a more reasonable position on this
subject than the member for Victoria Park.
There is a lot of hot air talked sometimes
which achieves very little result. I am
suggesting that it is very much in the
interests of both employers and employees
to see that similar industrial conditions
exist in Western Australia as elsewhere in
Australia. This is essential from the point
of view of good management as well as
good labour, in order to achieve efficiency
in any industry. For that reason, emp-
loyers as well as employees have accepted
what is commonly known as the code re-
lating to long service leave.

It seems to me that the Minister for
Labour in the Present Governmenk was
either so ill informed on that particular
subject, or so bound up by party dogma
of somie description that he would not
listen to reason; and because of that, such
an ill service was done to so many of the
employees in industry in Western Austra-
lia. For that reason I think we are en-
titled to express surprise and regret that
this subject received no mention in His
Excellency's Speech, when so many other
matters of comparatively minor import-
ance were mentioned. I support the
amendment.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-on amendment)
[7.46]: The Premier, having risen in his,
place-athough only for a few moments
-to speak to the amendment moved by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, has
thus given members opportunity to debate
the amendment. By that means he has
extended to the Opposition the courtesy
of an opportunity to speak to the debate.

No member on this side of the House
supported the Leader of the Opposition
last week, when he moved an amendment
to the Address-in-reply, because we were
waiting a reply from the Government,
and thus no debate ensued. Admittedly
the Premier was not in his seat at that
moment, because it was almost at the
exact time of the tea suspension, and he
could not be criticised for being absent
then: but at all events we now have
opportunity to speak to the amendment
before the Chair.

There were two matters on which I did
expect His Excellency's Speech to inform
Parliament. One of them-I know I will
not be permitted to elaborate on this-
was the proposal by the Government for
a civilian land settlement scheme; and

formity of conditions to all the workers
in Western Australia in the matter of
long service leave. Those, in my opinion,
were two matters of paramount import-
ance for debate during the present
session.

The Minister for Education: What do
you mean by "uniformity of all workers"?

Mr. BOVELL: Legislation in regard to
long service leave was introduced into
Parliament by the Government last ses-
sion, and it was intended to legislate for
a 10-year qualification period for long
service. That was considered by members
on this side of the Chamber as being
uneconomic; and, furthermore, it was felt
that the Arbitration Court should deal in
some measure with the matter, in regard
to the 10-year period.

During the eight months recess of Par-
liament certain consent awards were
made, and some workers in Western Aus-
tralia--this replies to the Interjection by
the Minister for Education-are now en-
joying, by means of the consent awards,
the privilege of long service leave, while
many others are not. I say that the Gov-
ernment, if it is to represent the people
whom it professes to represent, should con-
sider this a question of paramount import-
ance for debate during the present session.
Although the Premier did speak to the
amendment moved by the fleputy Leader
of the Opposition, I was disappointed that
he devoted only a few seconds to it. The
Address-in-reply has already been
amended by the Government; and in my
opinion that amendment is frivolous and
unworthy-

The SPEARER: The hon.
cannot debate that aspect.

member

Mr. BOVELL: I submit that the amend-
ment moved by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is worthy of consideration; and
I feel that the Government will not be
living up to its responsibilities if it rejects
the amendment now before the Chair,
because it seeks to allow debate, during
the present session of Parliament, on leg-
islation to enable all Workers to enjoy
the privilege of long service leave. I
support the amendment.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville--on amend-
ment) [7.51]: in rising to debate the
amendment moved by the Deputy Leader
of the opposition at the conclusion of his
speech, I wish to say a few words in rela-
tion to the amendment, and a good deal
more about the speech itself. The Premier
spoke to the debate on the amendment, in
a speech which was rather over-long in
view of the purpose of the amendment.
I admit that the Premier spoke for three
minutes, but I think he should have spoken
for only one minute. In speaking for three
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minutes, I believe the Premier spent longer
on the subject matter of the amendment
than did the member who moved it.

There are a number of things to be
learnt from the speech of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, and the first of
them is that he can deliver a far better
speech than can his leader-a speech with
a good deal of material in it, and one re-
sulting from considerable atudy; one
which does no discredit to the proposition
of having an opposition in the House.

That is not to say-because I give it some
meed of praise-that I agree with the
contents of the speech of the Deputy
Leader of the opposition, or that I think
he believed it himself; because I feel sure
that, after doing the volume of research
indicated by what he had to say, he knows
a good deal more about the matter than
he told the House, and that there is a good
deal more to be said.

The second point is that the Lieader of
the Opposition can give loyalty and sup-
port to his Deputy Leader In a manner in
which the Deputy Leader neglected to give
it to the Leader when the Leader of the
Opposition moved his amendment-

Mr. Court: Pair go!
Mr. JOHNSON: His Leader did rise to

support him and hold the position of his
party-

Mr. Court: On this occasion the Premier
did do us the courtesy of speaking to the
amendment.

Mr. JOHNSON: I was surprised, on the
previous occasion, that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition did not rise when no
other member was on his feet.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think that after
a. while you begin to believe these things.
That is the strange part of It.

Mr. JOHNSON: There Is no need for
that; they are obviously true.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the amendment.

Mr. JOHNSON: In the course of his
speech the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
dealt with a number of points mainly con-
cerned with industry and suggested, by
Implication, that it was the fault of the
State Government that there was less
industrial development going on in Western
Australia than In the other States. He
went so far as to suggest that the reason
for that was to be found in certain legis-
lation which was passed by Parliament
last session, in relation to the control of
monopolies and unfair methods of trad-
ing-

Mr. Court: And the administrative acts
of the Government.

Mr. JOHNSON: Right oh! To deal with
the slowing down of the importation of
capital-

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
resume his seat. The amendment before
the Chair is clear, and members must con-
fine their remarks to it. it deals with the,
subject of long service leave and regrets
the omission from the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech of any reference to legislation for
long service leave for employees in private
industry not covered by awards or legis-
lation because of the Government's rejec-
tion last session of a comprehensive schetae,
with immediate effect, put forward by the
Opposition. I therefore suggest that the
hon. member apply his remarks to the
amendment rather than refer to other
matters to which, under the Standing
Orders, he Is not entitled to refer.

Mr. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I will make no reference to anything that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
said, other than his concluding words,
which had no reference to the rest of his
speech; and I hope to make some com-
ments on the major portion of his speech
after this amendment has been dealt with.
Having listened to the whole of the speech
of the Deputy Leader of the Oppostion, It
was a great surprise to me to finid such an
irrelevancy as the amendment attached to
the end of it, particularly when I feel sure
it is well known--and certainly could have
been known and probably is known to the
mover of the amendment-that consider-
able research Is going on in relation to
legislation to cover just this point--

Mr. Court: I do not know of it.
Mr. JOHNSON: It is known to me, and

I did not do any research on the matter.
Mr. Court: Unfortunately the Minister

does not tell me what he Is doing.
Mr. JOHNSON: Perhaps it can be said

that His Excellency's Speech lacked some-
thing, in that it did not cover the whole
of the legislative programme for the ses-
sion. But, had it done so, the Speech
would have gone on for so long that the
People who camne to witness the cere-
monies of opening day would not have had
their afternoon tea at all; and In future
we would not have been blessed with such
a large audience.

The Speech was the traditional Speech,
in general terms. The amendment now
before the Chair is one which is not in
keeping with the volume of research which
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition puts
into his speeches. I regret that I am unable
to deal with his speech at this moment;
but I hope to have opportunity of deal-
ing with it after the amendment has re-
ceived the summary execution which I
think It deserves.

MRt. ]POTTER (Subiaco-on amend-
ment) 17.55): It is pleasing to note that
there is so much unanimity among bon.
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members opposite on the question of long
service leave and so much concern for
the worker. I hope that later in the ses-
sion. when legislation dealing with this
subject is introduced, it will pass through
this Chamber with the minimum of de-
bate and will meet with no objections from
the Opposition.

Mr. Court: We rewrote the minister's
Bill lest time, but he did not appreciate
our help.

Mr. POTTER; The hon. member tried
to rewrite it. and spoke about a code
which did niot exist, but which was only
foreshadowed. There was nothing con-
crete in it, because the code still does
not exist; so much so that a number of
Federal unions are asking to be covered
by the State Arbitration Court. So much
for the code! I wish hon. members oppo-
site would keep themselves up-to-date in
regard to our industrial legislation;, be-
cause, after all, they are the Opposition,
and we do expect some criticism from
them. But when they are so woefully
out of date as to quote a code which
was only foreshadowed, what can we ex-
pect?

I repeat that I am pleased to see on
this occasion that hon. members opposite
are so concerned about the worker and
the question of long service leave. 'It is
regrettable, in one sense, that this sub-
ject was not mentioned in His Excellency's
Speech; but, of course, with about 120
pieces of legislation Introduced last ses-
sion, had His Excellency's Speech had to
cover a similar programme on this occa-
sion it would have gone on for ever.

In common with a number of members
in this Chamber, I understood that some
legislation of the type that has been men-
tioned was to be introduced this session;
and that is the understanding of a num-
ber of workers, also, who hope to be cov-
ered by It-

Mr. Court: They must have got an aw-
ful fright when they read the Speech.

Mr. POTTER: No. As I have endeav-
oured to point out to the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, His Excellency's Speech
would have continued for much longer
than the duration of most speeches de-
livered in this Chamber, if he had had
to cover all possible points. I think the
Leader of my party must have been astute
enough to realise that, if mention of legis-
lation to deal with long service leave was
omitted from His Excellency's Speech, we
would 'have this unanimity from the Op-
position and this cry to Heaven to helo
the workers. That brought them right
in on our side and we feel that we have
at least by an omission, done something
worth-while on behalf of the workers of
this State.

Mr. Court: Your logic amazes me!
Mr. POTTER: in any case, the amend-

ment moved by the Deputy Leader of the
opposition was so out of keeping with the

whole of his speech that, beyond a few
words spoken from those on this side of
the House, I do not feel it should merit
much attention.

Amendment (to add words) put and a
division taken with the following result:-

Ayes -16
Mr. Bovell Mr. Nalder
Mr. Court Mr. Oldileld
Mr. Grayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Hesrinan Mr. Perkins
Mr. Hutchinson Mdr. Roberts
Mr. Mann Mr. Watts
Mr. W. Manning Mr. Wild
Sir Ross Mctarty Mr. 1. Manning

(Teluer.j

Noes -24

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Gaffy
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal,
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kelly

Ayes.
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Crominelin
Mr. Brand
Mr. Thorn

Mr. Lapharn
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Molt
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nuisen
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Potter
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Toms
Mr. May

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Rbatigan
Mr. Hall
Mr. Sewell

ffefler.)

Majority against-B.
Amendment thus negatived.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) (8.5):
To get on to some fresh subject, with
broad vision, I shall now deal with the
wide acres of this State of ours, which ap-
proximate 600,000,000. When that figure
is considered, it appears to be most essen-
tial that we should obtain the utmost pro-
duction from that number of acres. I
have here some figures for the year ended
the 30th June, 1956, showing that the value
of primary production in this State in that
year was £99,671,000. Of this, £37,350,000
was obtained from agriculture, and
£36,578,000 from pastoral pursuits. Mining
and quarrying came next with £14,521,000,
to be followed by forestry with only
£4,328,000.

Those figures show that by far the most
important industry in this State is agri-
culture. Forestry, mining and other indus-
tries would no doubt occupy many acres of
this State; but because of their very nature
there is little possibility of additional acres
being required for their expansion. There-
fore, it seems to me that the expansion of
our agricultural areas, together with more
intensive use of land already occupied, is
the secret to a great deal of success in this
State.

It could be said that there is already
much being done in this regard. But when
,we consider the vastness of the State and
the problem confronting us, there is, in
reality, very little being achieved. I would
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suggest that even a 10 per cent. increase The answer given was-"'All Ministers."
in agricultural Production would create a
tremendous stimulus in this State, because
that would represent approximately
£10,000,000. We would find that such pro-
duction would give us busier railways,
busier Ports, create more general business
activity, and expand our home markets.

Those items are most important; because
when we analyse the agricultural produc-
tion figures, we find that of the amount of
almost £100,000,000, that spent on market-
ing is £7,895,000, which represents 14.4 per
cent. of the production of agriculture. In
addition to marketing costs, there are goods
consumed in the process of production to
the value of £9,600,000, or 17.5 per cent, of
agricultural production. I consider that if
we wish to bring about more activity in this
State, one of the surest ways to achieve
that end is to stimulate agricultural pro-
duction; because, from the income earned.
14.4 per cent, is paid out again in market-
ing costs, and 17.5 per cent. is consumed
in the process of production.

What greater stimulus could we have to
support an industry that is providing em-
ployment to such an extent as agriculture?
It is surprising, however, when we con-
sider these figures, to notice that at pre-
sent the Government cannot find sufficient
finance to provide for the proper educa-
tion of young men who wish to study agri-
culture at the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture. At that school there is sufficient
staff and facilities available to teach 100
students. Despite this, because the Gov-
ernment cannot find money for the pro-
vision of dormitories, the number of stud-
ents that are being taught is reduced to
58.

There is no doubt that if we wish to
stimulate agriculture, we have to provide
for the education of agriculture students.
If we seek to promote more activity in
industry, we have suitable technical
schools to train the personnel who will be
engaged in them: and the dormitories that
are required in an agriculture college are
just as necessary as the plant and equip-
ment in a technical school.

We find, too, that the Government looks
upon these matters in a. negative way. For
example, I can quote its closure of many
railway lines instead of developing the
vast agricultural lands of this State. We
have to adopt a more positive outlook on
this question. What is needed? I con-
sider that some stimulus is required to
develop agriculture, mining and other vast
areas in Western Australia which, as I
have pointed out, total approximately
600,000,000 acres.

Hon. members will notice a question
on today's notice paper that I directed to
the Premier. it is as follows:-

Which Minister holds the responsi-
bility for decentralisation of popula-
tion and industry?

I suggest that any job that becomes the
responsibility of everybody finally becomes
nobody's job, and that is exactly how the
position appears to be in this State today.
There is not the interest taken In industry
and in the development of our country
areas that there should be. I think there
should be a Minister for decentralisation
and country planning. We have town
planning; we have a metropolitan regional
plan; and when we have these positive
things before us, they stimulate activity
because we work to a programme and we
are inspired to reach our goal. However.
what plan have we for the country?

Mr. Evans: Did the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment have a plan for the country?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am speaking of
the present and the future and of nothing
else. I am speaking of employment and
industry. Why should we not stimulate
activity in our various industries and so
provide employment which would make for
the enlargement of our State? I can tell
from the interjections by members on the
other side of the House that they are not
interested in the development of this
State. It is time we had a plan to place
the responsibility on one person so that
the decentralisation of industry is en-
sured.

The Premier has told us that all Minis-
ters are interested in decentraisation.
However, only this week I find that the
specifications for homes that are being
built by the State Housing Commission in
Karrogin require that State bricks shall be
used for the erection of chimneys in tim-
ber-framed houses. Local bricks are
available at a price considerably less than
that for State bricks without any added
costs and without added cartage charges
at the other end, and yet the specifications
provide that State bricks shall be used.

If that is an example of decentralisation
which is administered by all Ministers, it
is a poor outlook for the country areas of
this State. How are we to develop our
600.000.000 acres when we have a decen-
tralisation policy such as that? That is
only one example.

Another aspect that we should keep in
view is that we should adopt a broad out-
look in regard to forestry land. There are
some areas that are more suitable for for-
estry development and the regeneration of
timber than others, and those lands should
be reserved for that purpose. There are
some lands more suitable for agriculture
but there may be valuable timber on them
at the present time to a lesser or greater
degree.

I suggest the question should be this:
How long are those lands to be held? We
need to assess the value of those timbers
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as timber; assess the Production from ag-
riculture; and then get to work by laying
down a plan so that those lands are
systematically allocated to agriculture-
not under any haphazard Plan as at pre-
sent. They are reserves and stay reserved
until someone objects or tries to get
them released. In many cases the
timber has been cut over, and the timber
remaining as a whole is very little. I am
not saying it should be lost; but it should
be cleared to a plan, cut over, the timber
utilised, the land used for agriculture,
in accordance with a plan.

I am pleased to note there has been
a recent decision for the opening up of
icertain reserves which have been held
year after year on the east of the Great
Southern. Most of these were mallet re-
serves with a few trees. Now they are
to be opened up for seiction, provided
those granted the land reserve the timber
on it. That is a decided step forward.
and we should have more of that kind of
activity.

Concerning road board rates on revested
farms under the war service land settle-
ment scheme, in some cases developed
farms, for various reasons, are revested in
the War Service Land Settlement Hoard.
and then they are reoccupied by the de-
signates. Although these farms should be
able to carry on at a profit, there is no
Payment of rates. I know of two instances.
which I have before me, where the farms
were revested in the board in August, 1956.
Those are not paying rates. They paid
rates before; and they will pay rates when
the lease is granted. In the interim they
are not paying the rates.

Why should that be? Because the land
is being profitably, or should be profitably
worked. It is not undeveloped land. They
are developed properties. If I were speak-
ing of land previously undeveloped, that
would be a different proposition. Other
ratepayers of the road boards are called
on to pay higher rates while the properties
revested in the War Service Land Settle-
ment Board pay none at all. There does
not seem to be any equity, and I think
the matter needs very close attention.

Another matter that is most important
at present, as far as I am concerned, is
housing. I wish to read a sub-leader In
"The West Australian" of the 8ith July,
1958, dealing with the proposition for
Dutch help for housing. It concluded with
these words in which I am interested-

By attacking the Problem indus-
trously and intelligently Western Aus-
tralia has overcome its lack of houses.

That
good
must
area

is a very fine statement and is very
news; but I suggest that the writer
be a resident of the metropolitan

and his view of the State as a whole

must be very limited. One can under-
stand how he reached such a conclusion:
because If one reads "The West Austra-
lian" on any day one can see many adver-
tisements offering metropolitan houses
for sale on a deposit of £150 or £250. One
can find flats and houses available for
letting in nearly every suburb. One can-
not wonder that the leader writer in "The
West Australian" is aware of many houses
in the metropolitan area available; but
he does not go further afield.

Let us look at the country districts.
What is the position? We find people
living in the most aggravating circum-
stances. They are told that their names
are at the bottom of the list for vacant
houses: that there are so many others
ahead of them that they cannot be told
positively when houses will become avail-
able. There are families--husband, wife
and three children-living with the grand-
parents in a room because there is no
other accommodation. There is a family
of three children living with relatives also
with three children. Those are examples
of what goes on.

I am not blaming the State Housing
Commission. It is doing its best. It puts
the name of applicants on the list and
says in effect, 'Take your turn." That is
fair enough. But then we become aware
of a marvellous piece of information when
we discover the Minister for Housing, who
was then Acting Premier, saying that
money for housing was not limited. A
figure of £300,000 was mentioned, but that
would not be the limit if more were needed.
That is excellent.

If Perth is going to be the venue for
the Empire Games, we will have to provide
the housing. Afterwards those houses used
for the games will be used as houses in the
metropolitan area. Let us see what hap-
Pens in the interim. I suggest that more
money be allocated for country houses;
that it be used immediately to satisfy the
people who are without homes of any sort.

The Premier: It is good to hear you
advocating more socialism.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: This is in regard
to the Provision of homes. We need them.
People cannot live without homes. I am
all for the provision of more,

My final point concerns the staffing of
country hospitals. The procuring of nurs-
ing staff is a very difficult problem at the
Present time. I suggest there is a way to
overcome this to some extent; that is that
training in nursing should include a per-
iod of 12 months in a suitable and approv-
ed country hospital. It may be a good pro-
position to provide that in the final year
of training, or In the following year as
staff nurses, those in the metropolitan area
should be transferred to the country, in
the same way as they are posted from
ward to ward.
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In large country hospitals they would
derive very broad experience with a much
greater responsibility than in the city. They
would be thrown on their own resources
and would work under less perfect condi-
tions. This would all tend to make their
training better. This method would also
overcome the staffing difficulties in the
country, because under the scheme each
nurse would be required to spend 12
months in an approved country hospital.

Country hospitals would benefit from
such a plan from a staff point of view: the
nursing profession would gain in experi-
ence; and as a. way of contributing towards
these advantages, those trained 4in country
hospitals should be able to spend 12
months of their term working in city
hospitals. Those are some of the realistic
ways of approaching the question of train-
ing nurses and the provision of suitable
staff for country hospitals.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [8.231: in
1954, both Houses of this Parliament passed
a motion that a committee be set up to
investigate the possibilities of the North-
West, and to put forward a recommenda-
tion to the Federal Government for assist-
ance in many directions. When the resi-
dents in the North heard of the suggestion,
it gave them great heart to think that at
last some notice was being taken of them
and of the job they were doing in develop-
ing that vast area. But time went on
and no reply-one might say no acknow-
ledgosent--was made by the Federal Gov-
erment to the petition which was presen-
ted to the Prime Minister by an all-party
delegation from this House.

Last year they were heartened to know
that at last some recognition was appar-
ently being given to their position when the
Commonwealth Government had decided to
make a grant to the State amounting to
£2,500,000 to be spent north of the 20th
parallel, which to all intents and purposes
is the Kimberleys. That was provided to
assist in major developments in that area.
Even for the area of the Kimberleys, this
was only a very minor amount compared
with the actual amount required for its
development, let alone the amount required
for any developments in the Pilbara and
Gascoyne district which are included as
part of the North-West.

In May of this year we read in the Press
that the Prime Minister was coming to
Western Australia and was going to visit
the North-West. I am aware that every
North-West member and all North-West
residents were particularly interested in
this announcement. They wondered where
he was going. When it was announced
that he was restricting his tour to a
Practically straight line from Meekatharra
to Brooine, they realised how little of
the area he would see. Some of us
even wondered who was organising his
tour, and what interests were included in
those particular parts he would visit.

Whilst up there. he made many state-
ments to various organisations. which gave
him civic receptions. He finished up by
speaking over the Flying Doctor pedal
service. As would be expected, through-
out his tour the Press made several
announcements concerning the things he
had said. That was very interesting read-
ing and very heartening at the time. We
saw the headlines in "The West Austra-
lian" of the 19th May: "P.M. Pledges
Study of Tax in N.W." The announcement
said-

Prime Minister Menzies pledged at
Meekatharra yesterday that between
now and the next Federal Budget he
would give close personal attention to
the taxation problems of the North-
West and to the encouragement of
mining and investment in the search
for oil.

Later, he said-
I will work along certain lines that

have been forming in my mind on the
journey.

In a further portion of the news item this
was stated-

One of the points the Prime Minis-
ter will study in Canberra is the taxa-
tion incentives proposed by the
Northern Rehabilitation Committee.
Menzies announced this at a public
reception at Wittenoom Gorge on
Saturday night.

Already he had given a great deal of
thought to the argument put forward
by the committee.

Further on it is stated-
Before leaving Meekatharra yester-

day the Prime Minister said that it
would be extremely difficult for the
Federal Government to deal with par-
ticular projects in W.A. even if it
were legally possible.

In effect he had practically said, "I have
said all this; but how can I deal with the
matter?" He did make a pledge that he
was going to consider these matters. When
he got to Canberra he had more to say.
It was thi--

The vision of a rowing Australia
Unlimited was inadequate unless we
regarded the development of our
northern and north-western resources
as a matter of moment, Prime Minis-
ter Menzies said tonight.

Australia must shape her policies
to give practical encouragement to
the development of this part of the
continent.

"Increasingly, I believe that in our
northern and western areas we have
sources of wealth which properly
developed, could make the second
half of this century an even greater
period of development that the first."
he said. He was describing in a broad-
cast his recent tour of the North-West
of Australia.
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The article finished up by saying-
Earlier he told a Press conference

that tax concessions as a stimulous
for the development in the North-
West were being considered.

"But these are Cabinet and Budget
matters," he said. "I have several
ideas running through my mind but
they cannot be discussed now."

He was putting up a "softener" for what
he knew would come out of the Budget.
Let us see what did come out of the
Budget. The North and pensioners got help.
Apparently that is about all there is in
the Budget according to "The West Aus-
tralian." Let us look at the report in the
paper which says that people in the North
interested in the search for oil and pri-
mary producers Will be the only people to
benefit from taxation concessions in the
current financial Year. These investors in
oil search-I wonder who they are, and
where they come from? Are they people
in Western Australia or in the East? if
they are in the East, we are receiving a
concession; but it does not much help
Western Australia, because the money has
been subscribed towards the development
of oil there.

Mr. Court: Are you opposed to it?
Mr. NORTON: Not in any way. But for

the edification of the Opposition. I am
pointing out that it is only a sop. It does
not even help the North-West. Then the
report goes on to say-

All zone allowances for people living
in remote areas have increased in
northern Australia, and north of the
26th parallel the allowance is raised
from £180 per annum to £270.

Let us analyse this and find out just whom
it aff ects. It affects those people who are
justly entitled to be affected. it gives some
relief to the person on wages.

Mr. Court: You have not given the full
concession. Are you going to tell us the
balance?

Mr. NORTON: I am making this speech.
and I shall make it in my own way and in
my own time.

Mr. Court: You want to give the other
concessions.

-Mr. NORTON: The other concession to
which the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
wishes me to refer is that another 50 per
cent. will be added to the dependant's al-
lowance. To continue, this concession only
brings the workers in the North somewhat
into line with the workers in the city. The
reason I say this Is because the basic wage
in, the North-West is based on the Kal-
goorlie rate, which at times has been as
much as 4s. less than the Perth rate. Yet
these people are living in outback areas.

However, I must be fair here. In the
Gascoyne area a district allowance of
15s. a week applies. I must say, too, that
this allowance in 1928 was 22s. So this tax

concession only brings the worker in the
north into line with the people working in
the city. Members can see that the pledge
to study the tax in the north was prob-
ably Just so much talk. I do not think
there is any doubt that when the Prime
Minister returned to Canberra he con-
ferred with his two or more advisers, who
are Western Australian parliamentary
representatives in Canberra.

No doubt members of the opposition
here are wondering to whom I am re-
ferring; but perhaps they are not. I
cannot do better than quote from a leading
article contained in "The West Australian"
of March* last to identify them. The
heading Is "Western Australia First." I
am not going to read all of it, because it
kG a long article; but what it says is quite
interesting. It read--

F'reeth may be fine as a prime Min-
ister's handyman in Canberra, but we
doubt if he is making a good impres-
sion as an elected representative of
Western Australia. He asks loaded
questions aiming to show that the
Federal Government is unduly gener-
ous to this State. He has an en-
thusiastic confrere in Senator Vincent.

Another leading article, beaded "Can-
berra Propagandists," appeared in "The
West Australian." Again I shall read only
an extract from it-

Federal Ministers, with some excep-
tions, show no true interest in our
State. They throw us a bone occasion-
ally only because we have a few votes.
Freeth has been quoted in the "South-
Western Times" as having described
the State as "a hungry mouth yelling
for Commonwealth help." If he is to
be politically useful to any body of
electors he should get himself a blue-
ribbon seat in Victoria or New South
Wales-

I heartily agree-
-because he is not only not working
for, but seems to be positively opposed
to, any proper Federal consideration
of Western Australia's problems.

Later this leading article states-
Senator Vincent and Gordon Freeth

have this In common: that they seem
always prepared to put their political
hostility towards the State Govern-
ment before the interests of the State.

The Premier: Very true.
Mr. NORTON: The development of the

large areas of this State is far beyond
the capacity of the StLate Government,
and the resources which are made avail-
able to It by the Federal Government.
Many times we have heard just how well
the State is treated. We are told it re-
ceives so much per capita; but can we
develop a State of empty spaces on a per
capita allocation? Can any person develop
land on a per capita basis?

224
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The figures on the basis of a per capita
allocation show that Western Australia
received reimbursement from taxation of
£48 and loan reimbursement of £33, mak-
ing a total of £81 per capita for the year.
New South Wales received £23 reimburse-
ment and £24 from loan, making a total of
£47 for the year. Victoria received £22 re-
imbursement, and £32 from loan, making
a total of £54 per capita for the year.
Queensland received £27 reimbursement,
and £29 from loan, making a total of £56.
South Australia received £32 reimburse-
ment, and £37 from loan, making a. total
of £69. Tasmania received £37 reimburse-
ment, and £32 from loan, making a total
of £69.

But let us look at the position now on
broad lines-on the basis of the area the
State has to develop. Let us see how
well we fare in this way, because that is
what we have to do; namely, develop our
undeveloped areas. Let us consider how
much we received per square mile com-
pared with other States. From Budget re-
imbursements or taxation reimbursements,
Western Australia received £35 and from
loan moneys £23, making a total of £58
per square mile. New South Wales re-
ceived from taxation reimbursements £282
and from loan funds £287, making a total
of £569 per square mile. Victoria, which
holds the blue ribbon as far as allocations
on this basis are concerned, received £696
from taxation reimbursements, and £.1,004,
making a total of £1,700 per square mile.
Queensland received £58 from taxation
reimbursements, and £61 from loan funds,
making a total of £119. South Australia
received £76 from reimbursements, and
£83 from loan funds, making a total of
£159.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Would you say
that amount should not be given to
Victoria?

Mr. NORTON: Definitely, if that State
has not got a large amount of develop-ment to carry out, We have to carry out
development in this State which is
necessary.

Mr. Court: Your reasoning is hard to
follow.

Mr. NORTON: The hon. member is an
accountant and should be able to follow
it easily. He can see the whole set-up.
But no doubt he did not look at it In this
manner. Not many members of the Op-
position would. Tasmania-only a little
State-received by way of reimbursement
£492, and from loan it received £657, mak-
ing a grand total of £1,149 per square mile.

Mr. Perkins: A Labour Government did
not treat Western Australia any better
in days gone by.

Mr. NORTON: Like one member of the
Opposition, who has just resumed his
seat, I am speaking of the present and
the future and not of the past. It is to
the future we are looking, and to the
future development of Western Australia.

Mr. Perkins: A lot of us haven't got
much faith in Dr. Evatt.

Mr. NORTON: In developing the North-
West, it is essential that encouragement
be given not only to those who are going
to work there but to the interests that are
going to invest money in that part of the
State. The area is remote and the trans-
port lines are long and expensive. This
development can be carried out in only
two ways.

First of all, it can be done by encourag-
ing capital to go there; and to that end,
the investors must be shown that they can
put their schemes into operation at a
cost similar to that which would apply
in more settled areas. Therefore a subsidy
should be paid to encourage them to have
their goods and materials transported to
the site where they have decided to
operate.

Let us look at the mineral wealth of the
North-West. I am not going into this
subject in detail, because it is too big to
deal with at the moment, and too many
figures would have to be prepared; be-
sides which I do not suppose that we have
evaluated one-tenth of our mineral wealth
there. If we look at the number of aban-
doned gold leases recorded at the Mines
Department, we find that a large number
of them have not been worked since 1905.
in those days these shows were just
worked by prospectors who took away the
free gold. There is no doubt that these
areas could be turned into thriving gold
towns provided we were able to diamond
drill and estimate the gold that was there,
and at the same time assist the com-
panies by way of subsidy to get building
materials, Plant, and equipment there.

Also we have quite a large potential in
other metals which have only Just been
skimped over. Wittenoom Gorge -would
not be operating now except for the as-
sistance rendered by this Government.

The North-West not only has the
minerals but also a big potential in re-
gard to all types of agriculture. One in-
dustry that has not been touched on is the
fishing industry. I shall deal with this
a Little later.

Mr. Oldfield: You touched on it at tea
tonight.

Mr. NORTON: Yes, and very nice it was.
too! Uf the Commonwealth Government
cannot see fit to give us reimbursements by
way of taxation, or loans, why does it not
take into consideration the fact that a
country that is under-developed is a
potential danger because other people, who
have not got what it contains, will look
upon it as an easy area in which to settle?

The development of this area could be
a defence project, and I can see no reason
why the Commonwealth Government
should not allot money for the purpose.
Each year it allocates approximately
£:190,000,000 for defence and over the past



[ASSEMBLY.]

years only about three-quarters of that
sum has been used. if the Commonwealth
allocated £1,000,000 a year from the
E36,000,000 or £40,000,000 which it has in
reserve for defence, that would go a long
way towards developing the North over a
period of years. Also, if the Common-
wealth Government can see fit to spend
£18,000,000 a year on the Snowy River pro-
ject, surely it could make available £500,000
of that sum each year! It would make
little difference to the time of completion
of the work. In that way £1,500,000 could
be allocated as a special grant each year
for the development of the remote areas
of the North-West.

I should now like to dwell for a few
moments on the fishing industry in the
North-West; but before doing so I would
like to tell hon. members of the impact the
importation of fish is having on our local
fishing industry. The figures are most
enlightening and one wonders, after read-
ing them, how our own fishermen will be
able to survive. Excluding cray fishing,
just on £1.000,000 is invested in fishing
boats and gear in this State.

Mr. Roberts: Is that only in the North-
West?

Mr. NORTON: No, in the State.

Mr. Potter: And not by Bunbury.

Mr. NORTON: In addition, approxi-
mately 500 men are employed on the water,
and there are the shore installations, the
necessary road transport and so on. I do
not think I would be far wrong if I said
that approximately £2,000,000 is invested
in the fishing industry of this. State by
people who are in a small way.

To give the House some idea of how
importations have jumped over the last 12

*months I will quote statistics for the year
1956-57, and for the 12 months of the
year 1957-58--figures for the full 12 months
are not available. In the year 1956-57,
537,211 lb. of fresh fish were imported
from overseas. For the 11 months ended
May, 1038, 1,558,556 lb. were imported, or
an increase of 1,021,345 lb.-and that is
for only 11 months.

In smoked or dried fish, for the same
Years, 453,056 lb. were imported, in the
year 1956-57 and for the 11 months ended
May this year, 1.320,003 lb. were tan-
Ported, a net increase of 866,947 lb.
With canned and other fish products there
was an increase but not to the samne ex-
tent as in the cases I have mentioned.
There is one Interesting point which can
be obtained from the figures-because
when the Commonwealth gives the figures
It also gives the value of the imports. All
the prices quoted are at the port of ex-
port, free on board; in other words, the
importers are purchasing the fresh or snap
frozen fish in packets, or in bigger quanti-
ties, in fillets unwrapped, at an average
crt, f.o.b., of is. 5.8d. per lb. There is

id. duty on that plus shipping costs, and
for some unknown reason the shipping
companies are opposed to giving any ex-
act details, or any details whatever, about
shipping freights from the United King-
dom to Western Australia.

However, I have been able to ascertain
that the actual freight on these commnodi-
ties is 31d. a lb.; so members can see
that these importers are importing fish at
an average of well under 2s. a lb. Somne
fish may cost more and some may cost
less; but when we look at the prices they
are charging to, the public We can clearly
see why they are pushing the use of im-
ported fish. Take English breamn for in-
stance. This is sold in the packet at
3s. 9d. for 14 ounces. which is the equiva-
lent of 4s. 3d. a lb.; unwrapped and in
bulk it is being sold at 2s. 9d. a lb. With
cod and other varieties the price is much
the same and in the packets it works out
at about 4s. 7d. a lb. average.

There is one pack which intrigues me
very much and it is called fish sticks or
fish fingers. The packet does not describe
what type of fish it is: it simply says fish
sticks, and it is sold at 5s. a lb. The fish
could be anything, and why the public
are falling for it I do not know.

The Minister for Fisheries: There is a
lot of it being sold.

Mr. NORTON: There is, and I quoted
the figures. With fresh fish alone nearly
1* million lb. are being sold annually.
There seems to be some idea. that the
local fish is of inferior quality, and packed
in an Inferior packet. Last Friday week
members had the opportunity of tasting
what some of our filleted schinapper fish
from the packets was like. I think one
and all agreed that it was as good as, if
not better than, the imported article.

Tonight we had the privilege, through
the courtesy of one of the producers, of
tasting scallops. This is a new industry
in the North-West. It may have been)
the first time that some hon. members had
tasted scallops, but I had eaten them
before, and I am sure that all hon. mem-
bers were impressed with them. This is
another Industry which will boost the in-
come to this State; and I am told that oul
scallops are superior to the American.
Tasmanian, and Queensland variety.

mr. may: You can see the effect thai
they have had on members.

Mr. NORTON: Now let us have a look
at the packet fish. The overseas produci
looks very attractive. It is done UP in e
nice coloured cardboard carton; but car
anyone see inside it? No. Its contenti
are hidden from view. The Western Aus.
tralian pack has a transparent cover. 11
is not as pretty to look at, and it does noi
have as many colours; but it does not hidi
the contents. One almost wonders what ii
inside the overseas packet.
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I read a magazine which gives a report
of a fishing conference held recently in
the Eastern States. It deals with im-
ported fish and I think a short extract
from it would be very enlightening and
well worth recording.

Mr. Roberts: What was the name of
the journal?

Mr. NORTON: The "Fisheries Depart-
ment of Western Australia Monthly Ser-
vice Bulletin." I think it is a reliable
publication, and one which would give the
true facts. This extract read-

The delegates from New South
Wales and Western Australia, follow-
ing representations by fishermen in
their respective States, brought before
Conference for discussion the matter
of the impact which was currently be-
ing made on local fish by the recent
great Increase in imports.

This is the interesting part-
Complaints were made that many

of the imported lines were not true
to label and the opinion expressed
that the Customs authorities should
satisfy themselves that the contents of
packages were not misdescrlbed.

I have already commented on that angle.
The Minister for Fisheries: They were

referring to the selling of hake as
schnapper.

Mr. NORTON: It does not say what it
Was.

The Minister for Fisheries: That Is what
It was.

Mr. NORTON: When I began my speech
I was talking about the money required
for the development of the North-West.
.If the Commonwealth Government does
not wish to give us larger allocations
than has been the case up to date,
there is a source from which we are en-
titled to get some consideration, and I
refer to the Fisheries Trust Plunt which
derived its funds from the profits on the
sale of the Carnarvon whaling station. I
think that when the station was sold,
everybody in the State was under the
impression that at least Western Austra-
lia would get a share of the proceeds from
the sale of the station; and it is very
Interesting to read, in the August issue of
the "Fisheries Newsletter", what has been
taking place and what has been happening
to the funds. According to this report
£252,500 has been allocated from the
£950,000 which wvas received from the sale
of the Carnarvon whaling station.

Now let us have a look at where the
money has gone; and I quote from page
9 of the publication-

Purchase overseas of a large diesel
trawler and formation of a company
to operate initial commercial fishing
in the Great Australian Bight for
fresh fish cost about £260,000.

Another edition goes a little further and
says that the policy has been adopted that
the company would not be tied by direction
to the Commonwealth in relation to its
operations and marketing details. It is
estimated that a sum of £250,000 would be
made available from the fund.

Mr. Roberts: Doesn't that money have to
be paid back to the fund?

Mr. NORTON: I do not care whether
the money has to be paid back or not.
if any company in Western Australia were
offered £250,000 to set up a fishing indus-
try here, does not the hon. member think
It would jump at it?

Mr. Roberts: Has any company made an
approach to the trust?

Mr. NORTON: According to the Minis-
ter, no.

Mr. Roberts: Then what are you grow-
ling about?

Mr. NORTON: Has a company made a
request, or is it something that has been
thrown to the South Australian Govern-
ment, or the South Australian people to
accept and fornm a company? Have they
said, "Here is £250,000. Go ahead and
form a company and we will get a trawler
for you?" That is what it amounts to.
A 12 months' survey into prawns was
carried out along the coast of New South
Wales and Queensland, This survey coat
£30,000; and there has been a pilchard
survey, also along the New South Wales
coast, carried out at a cost of another
£35,000. This extract continues-

Barracouta Investigation by Com-
monwealth Scientific Industrial Re-
search Organisation and Department
of Primary Industry which might re-
sult in a new winter fishery in Vic-
torian-Tasmanian waters and an in-
creased supply of fresh fish--esti-
mated cost £27,500.

But not one penny has come the way of
Western Australia-the State that pro-
duces the money to develop that fund. I
can only say that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is not giving Western Australia
any consideration at all, financially, for
the development of Its latent resources.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson., You People on
that side would make an excellent Opposi-
tion.

Mr. NORTON: I would now like to deal
with a matter that concerns the electorate
of Gascoyne which I represent. I wish
to deal particularly with the closer settle-
ment area centred around the Gascoyne
River. In spite Of the past bad seasons.
Primary production over the past few years
has increased in Carnarvon very consider-
ably. During the last two years we have
exported to South Australia just short of
400 tons of runner beans each year. This
Year that amount could be trebled. In one
week we have exported to South Australia
by road and rail a total of 60 tons, which
is no mean achievement over that distance.
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If water were assured, we could save the
State large importations of bananas from
the Eastern States. In those two lines
alone Carnarvon would be helping to bal-
ance the import-export budget as far as
this State was concerned. But considera-
tion must be given immediately, and by
way of special grant, to the sealing and
preparation of an all-weather road from
Northampton to Carnarvon. I say this
because we are transporting from there,
by road, a perishable product for export
to South Australia; and the vehicles that
bring these products through must run
to a very strict time schedule to enable
them to link up with trains which convey
the produce direct to South Australia.

If the road transport is one hour late
into Perth, the chances are that the train
connection will be missed, as will the mar-
ket. This will mean that beans will have
to be placed on the Perth market, result-
ing in a glut, and a consequent loss to
the grower. It is important that the Perth
market should be supplied from Carnar-
von regularly; but if the trucks are too
late for one market, the next market re-
ceives a double supply which, as I have
said, causes a. glut and a loss. it is imper-
ative therefore that an all-weather road
should be provided as soon as possible.

The other point that requires immediate
attention is the necessity for further water
conservation in order that the industry
might be protected in this regard, and
allowed to develop along the lines which
it has under extreme disadvantages. If
we can supply water, this will give to the
State an industry which will help balance
its imports and exports, and also do what
the previous speaker said; namely, help
decentralisation, and keep the people
away from the city.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) [9.4]:
Earlier this evening, Mr. Speaker, you
very properly under Standing Orders,
precluded me from replying to what the
member for Nedlands had said when mov-
ing his amendment to the motion to adopt
the Address-in-reply. The amendment
has since been defeated but I would like
to complete the speech I had started to
make.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
made it clear that in his opinion, and in
the opinion of the party he leads, the
legislation which this House passed in re-
lation to the control of monopolies was
having a deleterious effect on the econ-
omy of the State.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is true.

Mr. JOHNSON: Nothing is further
from being accurate. The sources -from
which overseas capital are sought are,
of course, the fully developed countnies.

Mr. Court: I linked administrative
action; it is important to link that at
the same time.

Mr. JOHNSON: The lion, member
should not try to crawl.

Mr. Court: I am not crawling but
merely stating a fact.

Mr. JOHNSON: Fact, in relation to this,
would sound funny in the mouth of any
Liberal. The sources from which capital
is sought are the developed countries over-
seas.-and principally the countries of
Great Britain, the United States and pos-
sibly Switzerland, which is a hard cur-
rency country. There are probably other
countries from which capital could con-
ceivably come.

However, what has been wrong with
our legislation has been the attack upon
it by people who deliberately misinformed
themselves in the idea that this was novel
legislation, and that it would scare any-
body who was competent in business ad-
ministration, or knew anything about
business. The facts of the case are that
all developed countries have legislation of
this type.

Mr. Court: Not exactly like this.
Mr. JOHNSON: They are very similar

to this; they might be different in some
slight detail. After all, ours is only in
its first and second year.

Mr. Court: It is different in several
particulars.

Mr. JOHNSON: Except that theirs is a
great deal stronger than ours. In order
that the prospective Leader of the Opposi-
tion cannot claim not to know in the
future, I will read a short extract giving
very little but the names and a few dates
of legislation in some of the other coun-
tries. Legislation in Great Britain is the
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices (In-
quiry and Control) Act, 1948. That is some
time ago. There Is also the Monopolies
and Restrictive Practices Commission Act,
1953, and the Restrictive Trade Practices
Act, 1956. 1 might mention that the 1956
Act was passed by a Tory administration;
it was severely criticised by a Labour Op-
position on the ground that it was not
intended to be really effective. And, per-
sonally, I think that is true. But there
are in the library of this House books
giving full details of that particular legis-
lation and its practice.

We find that in Canada the first statute
dealing with restrictive trade practices
and monopolies was passed by the Parlia-
ment of Canada in 1889. Hon. members
will note that I am not speaking from
memory but from a textbook. This was
passed one year before the Sherman Act
of the U.S.A. The statute at present in
force is the Combines Investigation Act,
Chapter 314, Revised Statutes of Canada,
1952, as amended by Chapter 51 of the
Revised Statutes of Canada 1953-54. There
are also four sections of the Criminal Code
of Canada which deal with the subject;
namely Sections 409 to 412 inclusive, as
enacted by the Statutes of Canada 1953-
54, Chapter 51.
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In Denmark, which is a fairly prosper-
ous and progressive country, there is the
Monopoly and Restrictive Practices Act,
1955. in Western Germany a Bill deal-
ing with restrictive trade practices in the
Federal Republic of Germany (IKartell-
gesetzentwurf). was brought before the
Federal Parliament in June, 1951. It passed
the Upper House on the 21st May, 1956.
I have not been able to check whether
it has passed the second Chamber.

The Hon. A. P. Watts: It has.

Mr. JOHNSON: Thank you! We find
that the Irish Republic has the Restrictive
Trade Practices Act, 1953: the Restrictive
Trade Practices (Confirmation of order)
Act, 1956; and the Restrictive Trade
Practices (Confirmation of Order) (No. 2).
1956. In the Netherlands the original Act,
which was the Entrepreneurs' Act of 1935,
was superseded by Cartel Decree, 1941,
during Nazi rule. This was amended in
1950 after the occupation. The new Bill
that was under discussion In 1956 was The
Economic Competition Bill. Once again I
have to check whether that was completed.
It will at least show there is a long history
of this general form of legislation in that
country going back to 1935; and no one
would say that Holland was a non-
progressive country.

We find that New Zealand has the
Monopolies Prevention Act, 1908, which
refers to agricultural implements, flour,
wheat and potatoes. There is also the
Commercial Trust Act, 1910, and The
Board of Trade Act, 1919: and, going on
newspaper reports, there has been further
legislation before the Chamber in recent
months. Norway has The Control of
Practices in Restraint of Competition and
Unreasonable Prices, 1926, which is gener-
ally referred to as The Trust Act. It also
has the Control and Regulation of Prices,
Dividends and Competitive Conditions.
1953.

The legislation in South Africa dealing
with this matter is the Board of Trades
and Industries Act, 1944, which was
amended by The Undue Restraint of Trade
Act. 1949, repealed and codified by the
Regulation of Monopolistic Conditions Act.
1955. Sweden has The Supervision of Re-
strictive Practices in Industry and Trade.
1946, and Measures against Restrictive
Practices in Trade, 1953. In Switzerland
the Constitutional Referendum of the 6th
June, 1947, authorised legislation against
"Economically or Socially Damaging or
Injurious effects by cartels and similar
organisations."

We know how difficult it is in this
country to get ax constitutional referendum
through on any subject. In Switzerland
the final reports on legislation. etc., were
expected in 1956. In the United States of
America-the spiritual and economic home
of so many Liberals-there is the Sherman

Act of 1890, which is an Act to Protect
trade and commerce against unlawful
restraints and monopolies. It is generally
referred to as the Shermian Act. It hats
been amended in a number of ways, but
the basic Act is still there.

The United States also has the Federal
Trade Commission Act, 1914 (An Act to
create a Federal Trade Commission and
to declare unlawful "unfair methods of
competition in commerce and unfair and
deceptive methods in commerce"). The
Clayton Act (An Act to supplement existing
laws against unlawful restraints and
monopolies). There have been many
amendments to these three basic Acts.
Some are now codified in Criminal Law and
Criminal Proceedings 62 Stat 683, 730 and
896: 18 U.S.C. 402, 660, 3285 and 3691.
Even here in Australia we have the Aus-
tralian industries Preservation Act, 19 06-
1950. The Federal Act covering much the
same territory was never fully implemented
-in fact it hardly was Implemented at
all-and there are various Acts in a num-
ber of Australian States, which I will not
enumerate, dealing with various aspects of
the subject.

The whole point I wish to make is that
in all developed countries legislation of this
general type exists, and is no surprise to
experienced persons in the fields of com-
petition or large-scale enterprise. I might
mention, for instance, that the motor
industry, as a whole, was proceeded against
in the U.S.A. for the violation of various
sections of the trading practices, mainly in
relation to trade methods and selling on
hire purchase. I might mention in pass-
ing that all members know hire purchase is
an interest of mine. The motor industry
was charged with an offence in that they
spoke about a V8 per cent, market, using
a fiat rate in a selling plan and were found
to be misleading the public.

Mr. Perkins: There is a lot of material
difference in those Acts and the Western
Australian Act.

Mr. JOHNSON: There is a detailed
difference but not a material difference.

Mr. Perkins: The declaring of the trader
does not seem to exist in that legislation,
and that is the most obnoxious part con-
tained in ours.

Mr. JOHNSON: I would point out that
under the legislation in this State there
are no provisions under the Criminal Code,
but in some of the countries to which I1
have referred offences of this kind are
criminal offences. Quite a number of these
types of economic offences are treated as
criminal offences.

Mr. Perkins: If they are serious enough
they should be.

Mr. JOHNSON: For once we have some
agreement. I agree they are economic
crimes and should be punished as other
crimes are punished.
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Mr. Court: Under the Criminal Code
you at least get protection and justice.

Mr. JOHNSON: You get the application
of the law, and my experience has been
that justice and the law are not always
parallel.

Mr. Court: There are still things under
our Act from which you have no appeal.

Mr. JOHNSON: There are still things
under our Act which nobodyv with a cons-
cience would object to. The big point is
that those who object to this Act have
either a political axe to grind and are not
concerned with accuracy, or else they have
a very delicate conscience, and that is that.
No reasonable man would object to the
situation as it is in this State, and no
reasonably experienced entrepeneur would
be surprised at 1t: not to say some people
would not express surprise al1though they
knew everything in advance.

Mr. Court: They still do not come.

Mr. JOHNSON: For a number of reas-
ons; but not those ascribed by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What are the
reasons?

Mr. JOHNSON: They include the fact
that there is less money in circulation in
Western Australia for a very obvious rea-
son. There is a less than just expenditure
of Commonwealth money in this State. We
have no Snowy River expenditure. There
has been a considerabie amount of money
channelled Into New South Wales and Vic-
toria because of the Snowy River project.
I am not objecting to that, but I am just
bringing it forward as aL fact. It has done
a world of good for the industries of those
two States. No one would deny it. There
has been a very large expenditure at St.
Mary's, which is not in Western Australia.
Whether the expenditure was justified or
not, I will not go into; but I will point out
that that expenditure did stimulate the
economy of the State In which it took
place. It stimulated industries, stimulated
employment, and stimulated trade gener-
ally.

Mr. Roberts: What was the expendi-
ture in South Australia?

Mr. JOHNSON: There are the Salisbury
weapon establishment and the Woomera
rocket range. A good deal of money has
been spent there with a good deal more
success than In your spiritual home in
U.SA. The expenditure in South Aus-
tralia is considerable and resulted in the
extension of the City of Adelaide.

Money is being spent on rail standardi-
satlon. Not in the States where it Is most
needed, but in a State which is not handi-
capped as we are here. If we were to have
expenditure in Western Australia on Com-
monwealth works of some magnitude, then

our economy would take a very big rise.
Actually what happens here is like spitting
in the sea; it is just about as effective.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
grizzled about the expansion of State
trading and the use of day labour. He
said that day labour was socialism. He
was unable to support it and produced no
argument to suggest that day labour was
socialism. His whole argument appeared
to rest on the fact that the Labour Party
prefers day labour:. and It does so for a
very sound reason.

The point, if it is examined, is that day
labour is the method employed by all the
contractors. They employ their people on
day labour. The difference between Gov-
ernment employment on day labour and
private contractors' employment on day
labour is that if there is any profit in the
work, then it is absorbed by the Govern-
ment and not by commercial firms outside.
However, taxpayers--the large ones more
so-should commend the Government for
doing Its utmost to avoid commercial profit
In places where it is not essential.

Mr. Court: In other words, you would
have no private builders if you had your
way.

Mr. JOHNSON: I did not say that.
Mr. Court: Sounds horribly like It.

Mr. JOHNSON: We should not criticise
the Government for saving costs to the
taxpayer.

Mr. Court: That is our argument. They
do not save costs to the taxpayer: they go
on, and on, and on.

Mr. JOHNSON: That is the assertion of
the Deputy Leader of the opposition, but
he produces no figures and nothing that
could be regarded as an argument beyond
the assertion. Where is the proof? The
Government figures indicate there is a
real benefit in quite a number of circum-
stances, but not all day labour is more
profitable to the employer than the other
method.

The Deputy Leader of the opposition
was--he may not be now-at one time a
director of a large number of companies
which had an objection to Government
work being given to Government work
places. He has an objection to Govern-
ment printing going to the Government
Printer, and he has quite a number Of
objections to such things as the State
Building Supplies being given preference
in Government contracts, As a director
of companies. I have not the slightest
doubt-

Mr. A. w. Manning called attention to
the state of the House.

The SPEAKER: I have counted the
H-ouse and there is now a quorum present.
The hon. member may proceed.
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Mr. JOHNSON: It is very good of the
member for Narrogin to draw attention to
the fact that the facts I am putting before
the House have caused all members of the
Opposition but three to leave the Chamber.

The point I was referring to is that I
have not the slightest doubt that as a
director of companies, the member for
Nedlands expected companies in which he
was concerned to give Preference in busi-
ness to their own subsidiaries or from the
subsidiaries of the principal company.
That is a very sound practice.

Mr, Court: I am afraid you do not know
me too well.

Mr. JOHNSON: It is one which is carried
out by all businesses because there is a
very real value in it. However, I find it
hard to follow his objections to that very
sound principle and his implication that
he failed to understand the figures given
in the case he quoted from. The fact that
a contract let to a Government instru-
mentality, even if it were at a slightly
higher Price than one tendered outside1
should be less expense to the taxpayer-

Mr. Court: That has not been the ex-
perience with State Trading Concerns, and
you know It.

Mr. Andrew: it is a fact.

Mr. JOHNSON: The member for Ned-
lands should examine with great care
figures. relating to Government accounting
and private business accounting, as they
do not always amount to the same thing.

Mr. Court: The average cost from the
2overnment instrumentality is higher than
vy competitive tender.

The Minister for Transport: For in-
stance.

Mr. JOHNSON: I only know figures in
:hc insurance industry--some of them-knd I would suggest that that is not so.
Ido not know the costs in the printing

industry: but I have seen the figures of
he State Building Supplies. I think that
;he interjection may have some truth in
me circumstances. But he has no right

;o proclaim it as a general principle. It
s not correct.

Mr. Court: It is general experience.

Mr. JOHNSON: It may be experience on
)dd occasions; but as a general principle.
t is less than accurate.

Mr. Perkins: Some sections of the State
3ullding Supplies are losing money at the
)resent time.

Mr. JOHNSON: So are sections of many
ndustries. A lot of private enterprises are
osing money. Another paint to which I
ish to refer is the suggestion of the mem-

Per for Nedlands that civil servants had

been buffaloed or bluffed into banking with
the Rural & Industries Bank, and that the
Premier did wrong in drawing the atten-
tion of civil servants to the fact that the
bank exists.

Mr. Court: He did more than draw their
attention to it.

Mr. JOHNSON: Seeing that a copy of
the notice is on the notice board outside
this Chamber, one could hardly call it
more; but I would suggest that the
people whose form of employment is in the
Civil Service and who do not bank with
the State-owned bank are showing a de-
gree of loyalty -which would be less than
tolerated in most private enterprises. It
certainly would not be tolerated in the
banking world. They more or less insist on
your banking with your own bank.

As a former emnployee of a private bank,
1 have some knowledge of the subject and
the rules of the bank in which I worked.
I had to bank in the branch in which I
worked so the manager could see I did not
overdraw. I feel that that is not per-
haps completely objectionable; but that Is
the situation. I would point out to those
who object to the nationalisation of bank-
ing, that the only banks which may not
be nationalised are State banks; and State
banking is something which we should all
encourage. Whilst I still show some loyalty
to the bank with which I used to bank, I
have in my pocket two little green envelopes
which cover Rural & Industries Savings
Bank books.

I admit there is not much in them, but
I suggest that everyone employed by the
Government should, out of loyalty to his
employer as well as to the State in general
-I regard members of Parliament as em-
ployees of the Government in the broad
senise-do everything possible to support
local industry. Any profits made by the
R. & 1. Bank represent a relief to the tax-
payers of the State and any expansion that
that bank makes is made in Western Aus-
tralia. It is quite a good industry and
that bank is a reasonable employer; no
better and no worse than the private
banks. It is covered by an award which is
largely parallel with that covering the
other banks.

I thought that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, in claiming as he did that he
was trying to create jobs for workers, was
endeavouring to mislead the House. be-
cause what he was trying to do was to
create profits. I know there is a
philosophy which holds that any profit Is
a good profit, but I do not subscribe to
that view. I believe that Increased em-
ployment can be brought about more
quickly and more directly by means of
Government employment, in Government
productive works, than in mnaking profits
and particularly excessive profits-and
there is such a thing as an excessive profit.
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Legislation in all the countries to which that I would like to encourage: a con-
I referred earlier shows that that point is
agreed to by progressive people and that
there are ways of taking a profit and de-
grees of profit that are so high as to con-
stitute an offence against the economy of
the country concerned. I would remind
members of a seldom remembered incident
In the life of one of the most celebrated
leaders of economic thought. I refer to
the fact that the only time that Jesus was
known to lose His temper and use physical
violence was when he took action against
the money changers, whom He threw
physically out of the temple, with their
tables after them.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would have
been in strife as a banker.

Mr. JOHNSON: Their offence was that
of taking an improper profit. Members
will find no other reference to violence on
the part of Jesus in any part of His life.

Mr. Court: Are you sure of your facts
there?

Mr. JOHNSON: They are pretty ac-
curate.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The offence was
conducting business activities in the
temple.

Mr. JOHNSON: It was not only the
place, but the type of activity. It is so
long since the member for Cottesloe had
any reference to the information that I
think he had better read it again.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think I am
better informed in that respect than you
are.

Mr. JOHNSON: If the hon. member
refreshes his mind he will find that the
reference was not solely to the place, but
also to the type of business being done.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You had better
ring for the Good Book now.

Mr. JOHNSON: I have not my copy
with me at the moment. Jesus said to
these people, "You have turned this
temple into a den of thieves." and they
were the bankers and moneychangers. I
have some vivid recollections of a beauti-
ful picture painted. I think, by Sir John
millias, in a children's edition of the
Bible which I had as a boy. In it the
money-changers were depicted going down
the stairs, with their tables falling on top
of them. I have always enjoyed that one.

The only other matter to which I wish
to refer Is one already mentioned
in this Chamber today in a ques-
tion-the matter of noise and parti-
cularly that created by the engines
of model aeroplanes. There are, in the
Leederville electorate, a large number of
youngsters very keenly interested in
model aeroplanes and it is an activity

structive activity and one from which we
might in the future draw aeroplane
designers. It is an activity which prevents
the youths concerned from falling into
bad habits, but it is one that is being
severely hampered today.

Those Youngsters who graduate from
building gliders to planes powered with
rubber do not come in for criticism, but
once they graduate further to the stage
of using motor power in their aeroplanes
they are hunted from pillar to post.
These little motors are quite costly, rang-
ing in price from about £7 to up to £20,
and they are purchased from the savings
of youngsters in their early years of
apprenticeship, and such like. I repeat.
that these youths are hunted from place
to place by park rangers, under instruc-
tions from local authorities, and for good
reason, as the residents of the districts
concerned are disturbed by the noise. I
might add that the noise is not very loud,
but is of high pitch and extremely pene-
trating.

The Mon. J. B. Sleeman: You see them
on the south side of the Causeway every
Saturday.

Mr. JOHNSON: There are very few
places in the metropolitan area where the
flying of model aeroplanes Powered by
engines is permitted. I do not criticise the
residents who complain about the noise,
although I think that the average motor-
powered mower, which so many house-
holders own, makes a lot more noise, but
I do feel that there is a responsibility on
the people who sell these engines to en-
sure that they are of such a standard as
to cause no offence. I feel it would
be in their interests to take such action
because,' were it not for the annoying noise
that these machines make. I believe far
more engines would be sold, with the re-
sult that there would be a possibility of
developing an excellent model aircraft
group and possibly a future aircraft in-
dus try.

Mr. Court: Is it practicable to silence
the engines effectively without reducing
their power too much?

Mr. JOHNSON: I think it would be
within the power of a smart engineer to
do a good deal about it. Perhaps an ex-
pansion chamber could be fitted, or a
fairly long exhaust pipe or something of
that nature,' which would not have too
much effect on the compression and other
factors about which I have not a great
deal of knowledge. I do not think the
difficulty is insuperable, and I remember
a similar discussion about the impossi-
bility of silencing motor bike engines in
my youth, when I took the baffles out of
the muffler on my own machine and
eventually put them back, because I dis-
covered that they had been scientifically
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designed and that their removal had re-
duced the power of the motor. I would
suggest to those interested in private
enterprise that they might point out to
the makers and sellers of these engines
that they would make and sell a great
many more of them if they overcame this
trouble. I think all that is necessary is
a certain amount of research.

Mr. Court: Are not the boys attracted
by the noise of these engines?

Mr. JOHNSON: They are attracted by
noise of any kind and one which attracts
them most is the sound of a football being
kicked. My youngsters seem to be able
to hear a football being kicked up to three-
quarters of a mile away, and the sound of
a model aeroplane engine would not travel
further than that. I think we should en-
courage youngsters to build model aero-
planes, as it is a constructive activity and
one from which they can learn much. It
also keeps them from getting into bad
habits. I feel that the private enterprise
which Produces these engines and that
which sells them show a degree of irrespon-
sibility in regard to their own profits.

We can take it for granted that pri-
vate enterprise ceases all intelligence once
it Is capable of achieving a profit, and
that is a common pattern. The pattern
of private enterprise, as illustrated here,
is consistently that of slaying the goose
which lays the golden egg. We expect it
and we know it. 'The people of Leederville
are not given to a great deal of study of
the various "isms". They are not socialists
or private enterprisists or "ists" of any
other kind, but simply people who have one
desire only-to lead a satisfactory social
life, and their main demand is for security.
In the main their greatest ambition is to
get a Government job for their youngsters,
if they have not had one themselves, and
simply because they are realists-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They will put you
out of a Government job.

Mr. JOHNSON:, This is not related to
their political outlook, but to their realistic
approach-

Mr. Court: We will be in a fine position
when everyone works for the Government
and no-one produces a taxable income.

The Minister for Transport: Don't you
think Government employees pay taxation?

Mr. JOHNSON: Drawing my whole in-
come from Government sources, I would
point out that I pay a lot of taxation-I
notice it-and I have not yet had my re-
fund.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Look out that the
people of Leederville do not put you out
of a Government job!

Mr. JOHNSON: The people of Leeder-
yutle are a fair cross-section of the com-
munity, and I think we can rely on their
realism and political good sense.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Then you are
gone.

Mr. JOHNSON: I find that I can face the
future, politically, with a good deal of quiet
confidence which perhaps others do not
possess.

Mr. Court; Leaving political propaganda
aside for a moment, are you having diffi-
culty in getting ground at Leederville on
which these young fellows can fly their
model aircraft?

Mr. JOHNSON: They have been hunted
off every available ground in the Leeder-
ville electorate. The last place where they
were able to operate, to my knowledge, was
Wellington Square.

Mr. Court: I1 know It is becoming a prob-
lem, but I think members should take a
stand on this issue and encourage local
authorities to allow youths to use certain
grounds for this purpose, as It is a healthy
and constructive sport. At present many
of them are becoming discouraged. They
can operate in my electorate, and I
think the member for Subiaco has helped
them in his.

Mr. Potter: And if we had some of King's
Park we would be able to help them further.

Mr. JOHNSON: Just over the boundary
of my territory and in that of the member
for Subiaco there is a ground where youths
are allowed to fly their model aeroplanes,
but I know that very often they arc hunted
away from a number of areas. I know
that there is some flying done, but it is
done with an eye on the ranger and off
they go when they see him.

That is the main point I wish to make.
However, I wish to make a passing refer-
ence to what was said by the member for
Narrogin. I notice that, unfortunately, he
is out of the House again, apparently
having his supper. The hon. member said
that he wanted to establish a further
board for country planning and yet I have
heard him on many occasions objecting
to Government interference. So we can
see the difficulty we have with some
people who are not entirely practical in
their outlook when they put up some of
their Isms. I support the motion, as
amended.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) [9.461: Last
Tuesday night, during the debate on the
supply Bill, I brought to the notice of the
Government the dire necessity to allocate
certain funds to extend and strengthen
all the levees along the lower reaches of
the Preston River near Bunbury. I am
going to take this opportunity to point out
again to the Government the importance
of this matter; because unless the Gov-
ernment, between now and the next winter
rains, makes some move to strengthen the
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levees and extend them to the Lesohenault
Estuary, tremendous damage could be done
to the property of those In close proximity
to the banks of the Preston River. Uin-
told devastation could result. I for one
will bald the Government responsible if
any catastrophe occurs during the next
winter season as a result of those levees
breaking down.

I know that the cost of the probable
dredging of the mouth of the Preston
River and the strengthening of the levees
will be great. I know that the Govern-
ment will realise that some of the bridges
over the Preston River may have to be
raised owing to their decking being prac-
tically level with the top of the levees.
Therefore, I again press the Government
to give serious consideration to this
matter.

This Is the first opportunity I have had
to express my congratulations to the mem-
ber for Plbara. and the member for
Warren on their election to this Chamber.
I do that with all sincerity, and I hope
that in due course we will hear them
contribute to the debates in this Chamber.
I cannot say, in a serious vein, that I hope
they will have a. long parliamentary career.

The Minister for Lands: Be careful.

Mr. ROBERTS: But, nevertheless, while
they are representing those electorates, I
wish them well.

The Minister for Native Welfare: You
have spoiled a good speech.

Mr. ROBERTS: The first matter I wish
to talk on tonight is the Bunbury sewerage
scheme. Last year, in reply to various
questions that I put to the Minister for
Works, he indicated that £12,000 was to
be spent on the sewerage works at Bun-
bury. According to certain Press reports,
the Public Works Department had Indi-
cated that it was to make a start on a
sewerage scheme, and that the estimated
cost of those preliminary works was to be
£36,500

At this stage, no doubt, considerable
detailed work has been proceeding on the
ievels and the surveying that is necessary
for such a scheme. However, as at this
date, there is little evidence of any con-
struction work proceeding. It has been men-
tioned that the outlet for the sewerage
scheme will be into the Indian Ocean off
the breakwater. According to Press reports,
the Minister for Works--who is at present
overseas--indicated that that was the
scheme the Government would consider;
namely, that of discharging the effluent
from any sewerage works into the Indian
Ocean from the breakwater.

I cannot, for, one moment, agree with
that, because members will recall that last
year I referred to the question of sewerage

In my Address -in -Reply speech. I again
stress that every gallon of effluent from
any sewerage works should be used for
the Production of some sort of primary
Product or for the reafforestatlon of cer-
tain areas. As every member of this
Chamber knows, there Is a scheme in Vic-
toria, known as the Werribee Farm Scheme,
whereby the sewage effluent is used for
irrigation purposes. I understand that
that farm is 24 miles from Melbourne and
covers something like 26,000 acres. The
amount of effluent that flows on to that
farm per day is, I understand, '70,000,000
gallons.

if we consider the Subiaco sewerage
scheme, all of us in this Chamber will
recall that we have been told that the
effluent from that scheme amounts to
300,000 gallons per hour, and this is dis-
charged into the Indian Ocean. That
means that in 24 hours, '1,200,000 gallons
of liquid flows into the ocean which, in-
stead of being wasted, could be used for
primary production on a sewerage farm in
this State. On the 5th November, 1957,
I asked the Minister for Works the fol-
lowing question,.-

Is he aware that an average hourly
rate of 300,000 gallons, equalling 2,628
million gallons per year, of effluent
from the Subiaco treatment plant is
discharged into the Indian Ocean?

The Minister's reply was--
Yes.

I also asked this question:-
Is he aware that this quantity of

discharge is approximately one-sixth,
one-seventh and one-third of the pre-
sent storage capacity of Mundaring
Weir, Canning Dam and Wellington
Weir, respectively?

and the Minister replied "Yes." I asked
other questions, and the replies are re-
corded in Hansard. But the point I want
to stress is that the effluent from any
sewerage scheme should be used for the
production of some wealth in this State:
because we cannot, as Western Austra-
lians, afford to waste one gallon of water.
Storage of water in Western Australia is
most important, not only to the future de-
development of the metropolitan area, but
also to that of the country districts. So
I stress that serious consideration should
be given to the establishment of a sewage
farm in relation to the Bunbury sewerage
scheme.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Is there any scien-
tific data available on the Incidence of
disease that might result from primary
production being carried out on a sewage
farm?

Mr. ROBERTS: I understand that there
is, and that when Werribee was first estab-
lished they had some difficulty withi the
fattening of stock. But I understand, also,
that that difficulty has been overcome.
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However, so far as pasture and re-
afforestatlon is concerned, I cannot see
any difficulty arising. Closely related to
the proposed sewerage scheme at Bunbury
is the pressing problem of contamination
of the Leschenault Estuary. Into that
estuary at the moment various town efflu-
ent drains are discharged. Some of those
drains are connected to various businesses
in Bunbury, including hotels, fish-shops
and other establishments, This has made
a difference to the estuary at Eunbury,
especially since the old estuary mouth was
sealed by what is now commonly known as
"The Plug."

With the plug being placed at the
estuary mouth, a cut was made in the
sandhills to the north of Turkey Point.
thus glvlnK access to the sea from the
estuary. I do feel the Government should
give considerable and close investigation
to the possibility of building floodgates
in the plug. in saying that, I want to
stress that the floodgates should be built in
such a way that only water from the har-
bour area should be able to enter the
estuary. I do not agree that the estuary
waters should be able to pass through the
plug Into the harbour.

Last year, as the Minister for Works
well knows, there was a considerable
growth of algae in the Lesehenault estuary.
I1 agree that last Year this estuary was
not an orphan in regard to this matter.
However, the Minister for Works visited
Bunbury to investigate the matter for
himself, and early in January he made
a very close and comprehensive study of
the algae problem in that area.

In order to overcome this problem of the
deterioration of the Lesobenault estuary,
a great deal of thought should be given
not only to deepening the Present cut but
also to the floodgates in the plug. At
present when the sea is running in a
certain direction, it is practically impos-
sible for fishing boats to move through
the cut.

Members will recall that in July of
last year there was a near disaster when
13 passengers from a ship in the port of
Bunbury tried to get through to the
cut and the lifeboat in which they were
travelling stuck in the cut. I know that the
Government is watching the position
closely with regard to the cut, but within
the very near future a considerable amount
of money will be required in that area
for the building of additional break-
waters to hold back the sand drift which
is so evident to anyone who cares to make
an inspection.

The next matter with which I wish to
deal has caused much criticism in Bun-
bui'y over a period of many many years.
on the 6th August, 1943, an area of 5
acres 1 rood 5.8 perches was resumed from
Matron Matilda Brown. On the 19th

December, 1945, 2 roods 9.5 perches was
resumed from the same lady. At the time
of resumption the buildings on the land
resumed consisted of a maternity hospital
and comprised some 15 large bedrooms, an
operating theatre, service rooms, bath-
rooms. a large hall, sitting room, pantry,
storeroom, nurses' an orderlies' quarters,
laundry, garage and very large and com-
modious verandahs practically around the
building.

To give members some idea of the
construction of the house, it is very solidly
built, The ceilings are 13 ft. high, and
the building itself is very large. I under-
stand that when the building was originally
resumed, a claim for compensation was
submitted on the 23rd July, 1945, amount-
Ing to a total of-I ask members to note
this-E30,077. I might mention that the
reason for the resumption was that the
land was required for school purposes,
On the 24th November, 1955, I asked the
the Minister for Education-

(1) Have plans been drawn up for
a new State school to be erected on
a site in Lovegrove Avenue, known as
St. Clair's Private Hospital?

(2) If so, when is it proposed to
commence work on the erection of the
new school?

The answer to both those questions was
"No." I further asked what was the
anticipated cost of same, and the answer
was the approximate cost would not be
known until plans had been finalised. The
following is the gem of all the answers to
those questions, because here is an old
hospital, soundly constructed, with at
least 15 reasonably large wards. I asked-

How many classrooms will comprise
the new school?

The answer was -

The present intention is to erect a
four-roomed school.

I must admit that was in 1955. Since
then nothing has happened until the
30th July last, and the lady in question
made an approach to the Minister for
Works asking him for a firm decision in
reference to this matter. On the 30th
July, 1958, the Public Works Department
wrote to the solicitors for Matron Brown
making an offer of £7,975 for the whole
of the land and buildings.

The Minister for Transport: You could
buy the whole of Bunbury for Just about
that!

Mr. ROBERTS: The Minister for Trans-
port has interjected in typical style. It
shows how much he is out of touch with
a very progressive town.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He is just wrong,
as usual.
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Mr. ROBERTS: T can assure him that
any land in the Stockley-rd. area, on to
which this property abuts, would be worth
a considerable amount of money today.
if it were available. A quarter-acre of land
there would cost quite a bit. This pro-
perty abuts on Stockley-rd .. Reading-st.,
and Lovegrove avenue. Its location, by
road, is approximately half a mile from
the centre of Bunbury; as the crow flies
it is about a quarter of a mile.

I feel there is an injustice being done
here; because if that land were put up for
public auction tomorrow, it would bring
a very large sum of money. It is now
a little over 15 years since the land was
resumed, and no finality has been reached.
I think the time is long overdue for the
Government to give some definite decision
in the matter. I will admit that the Gov-
ernment has made an offer, and the lady
in question has 60 days in which to accept.
But I feel that a very close investigation
must be made by the Government in refer-
ence to this matter, because the lady has
suffered considerable torture over the last
15 years in reference to her property.

The unfortunate part of this resumption
is that the same lady owned two blocks in
Scarborough in addition to over 5 acres in
Bunbury. It was her lot to have the
Scarborough blocks resumed by the Gov-
ernment in 1954; and it now looks as
though she will lose her Bunbury Property.
I appeal to the Minister representing the
Minister for Works to come down to Bun-
bury and make a personal inspection of this
property: because, in my opinion, 'it is
worth a great deal more than the £7,975
that has been offered.

The Hon. A. F. Watts: Has the value
l ad. .. ~t4,rnn

years?

Mr. ROBERTS: The value of land in
Bunbury has increased out of all know-
ledge.

Mr. Rowberry: Who is responsible?

Mr. ROBERTS: For the benefit of the
Minister for Transport, I would say that
a quarter-acre of land, within half a mile
of the post office in Bunbury, is probably
worth a lot more than many of the subur-
ban blocks in the metropolitan area: and
the land around St. Glare's Hospital in
Bunbury has increased considerably in
value in the last 15 years.

The Minister for Education: Is it not
still being conducted as a hospital?

Mr. ROBERTS: No; more as a con-
valescent home. I think the Minister for
Education will agree that with the modern
requirements of a good school today a little
more than 5 acres is needed.

The Minister
any other land
partment, could

for Education: Is there
which the Education Dle-
use for school purposes?

Mr. ROBERTS: There is quite a lot Of
land.

The Minister for Education: It is very
low lying.

Mr. ROBERTS: No. If the Govern-
ment required it, there is a considerable
area of land between St. Clare's and the
ocean. The Minister has not been in
Bunbury recently: but quite a number of
the sandhills have been levelled off and.
in that area, he could possibly find a site
for a school greater than that of St. Glare's
hospital.

The next matter to which I wish to draw
the attention of the Government is the
fact that at long last we have got the
Australian steamship owners to agree to
at least two regular direct shipments to
the port of Bunbury from eastern sea-
board ports.

The Minister for Transport: What does
the member for Vasse think about that?

Mr. ROBERTS: I am sure he would
support Bunbury to the full on this.

Mr. Bovell: Goods are sent to Bussel-
ton with option of discharge.

Mr. ROBERTS: The point I am making
is that there are two definite sailings pro-
posed each year. The first of such sail-
ings is scheduled at the moment to arrive
in Bunbury at approximately the end of
October; the second at the end of March.
The point I wish to raise in reference to
these direct shipments is that I would like
the Government to take this opportunity
of at least bringing some of its require-
ments from the Eastern States to the port
of Ruhhnrv: hecanis. to datp nrsntit'sll
nothing has been brought in th~rough the
port of Bunbury for any Government work
in the South-West.

Surely there must be at least one
machine, or some steel girders required for
the Government project at Wellington
Weir, or the Bunbury Power Station. So
tonight I would like to stress to the Gov-
ernment that it should support these ship-
ments to Bunbury, by bringing directly
to that port any items the Government
may require during October next, and
March, 1959. These direct shipments are
most important, not only to the residents
of Bunbury, but also to the residents of
the South-West in general, because the
railway freight on lots of grocery lines
alone from Fremantle to Bunbury is in
the vicinity of £6 Per ton. So. even ii
an individual merchant, or retailer, in
shall I say Manjimup, brings in a total
of 20 tons of goods on the October ship-
ment, he will save £120 in freight alone
which is not a bad saving on such- v
small consignment. Therefore, I trusi
that the member for Warren, who is nev
in this House, will go back to Manjimur
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and get the traders there to support these
shipments through the port of Eunbury
next October because it will be a saving
to the district of Manjiiup and all other
South-West centres.

Mr. Marshall: Are there groceries from
the Eastern States?

Mr. ROBERTS: Maybe.

Mr. Marshall: You quoted groceries.

Mr. ROBERTS: As the member for
Wembley Beaches well knows, a lot of
groceries manufactured in the Eastern
States are not manufactured in Western
Australia. I think the traders of the
South-West are Just as keen supporters
of the Buy W.A. Goods Campaign as are
those of the metropolitan area. However,
there are certain lines that at present are
not produced in Western Australia, and the
public demands that the retailers purchase
them.

The next itemn with which I want to
deal is the export of apples through the
port of Bunbury. It has been said that
apple exports are made only on the lamger
type of ship, and that it is impossible
for such ships to come into the port of
Bunbury. I have figures here which are
rather interesting from the point of view
of apple shipments, because apple ship-
ments during 1957 from Western Australia,
were, in fact, only made from F'remantle
and Albany.

The total number of ships that took
apples from Western Australia is 16. Of
these 15 ships, 11 called at both Fre-
mantle and Albany; one only called at
Albany; and three only called at Fre-
mantle. However, it is interesting to note
the draft of these vessels when they left
their various ports after completing load-
ing. The "Aden" left Albany with a. mean
draft of 26 ft. 3 ins. The "Nottingham"
left Albany with a mean draft of 21 ft.
10 ins.; the "Coolgardie" 22 ft. 10 ins.;
the "Plpiriki" 23 ft. 4 ins.; the "Port
Townsville" 27 ft. 4 ins.; the "Clan
McDougall" with 28 ft. 6 ins.; the "Royal
Star" 24 ft. 11 ins.; the "Devon" 21 ft
9 ins.; the "Cooloroo" 23 ft.; the "Relenus"
26 ft. 2 ins.; the "Empire Star" 28 ft.
5 ins.; and the "Canadian Star" 25 ft.
8 ins.

Of that total number of ships which
departed from Albany with a shipment of
apples there are only three that could not
have left Bunbury. because there are three
of those vessels over 26 ft. 5 in., which is,
at the present moment, a working draft
in the port of Bunbury. Of the vessels
that departed from4 Fremnantle there are
six with a mean draft of under 26 ft. 6 in.
Therefore, it is not always the big ships
that call into Western Australian Ports to
load apples. in Bunbury last year, there
were 56 overseas vessels which called at

that port to load various products for all
parts of the world, and amongst those 56
vessels was a number that had cool storage
facilities.

I might mention at this stage that one
vessel which left the port of Bunbury only
a few days ago was the first to come on to
the Western Australian coastline on a new
regular monthly service. I refer to the
m.v. "Ashun,' a vessel which is owned by
the China Navigation Company, and which
will run from Western Australian ports to
Indonesia, Malaya, Hong Kong, Shanghai
and Japan.

The shipping companies concerned real-
ised that there is a tremendous potential
so far as exportable cargo from this State
is concerned. Otherwise, they would not
have set up this service. They took on
asbestos from Point Sampson and loaded
ilmenite at Bunbury. At Fremantle they
loaded all manner of cargo. They will caill
at Albany and Geraldton. if the cargo is
offering, they will take general cargo and
refrigerated cargo.

Therefore, I feel that this vessel is open-
ing up a new market for the goods pro-
duced in this State, and I hope the Govern-
ment will take cognisance of the fact and
wherever possible encourage markets in
the countries I have Just mentioned. I
have no doubt that an apple shipment
could be forwarded to Indonesia and those
other countries.

At the present moment, apples, in the
main, are exported from Western Australia
on what is termed "conference line vessels,"
and the policy is that these apples are sold
to overseas buyers at an f.o.b. price at port
of shipment. The growers concerned-as
far as I know-are paid for on an f.o.r.
at-loading-siding basis. What I am going
to point out to hon. members probably does
not affect the growers, but it does affect the
sale of apples, because here is an oppor-
tunity to make some saving in the landed
cost at overseas ports.

As I indicated previously in this House,
apples shipped from the Boyup Brook area
to Fremantle are charged a freight rate,
on a five ton minimum, of 69s. 6d. From
]3oyup Brook to Bunbury the freight rate
is 45s. 8d., a saving of 23s, 10d. Per ton.
In all, something like 75,141 bushels of
apples were produced in the Boyup Brook
area in the 1955 season, according to the
figures I have from the Government Statis-
tician's office. That number of bushels
represents approximately 1,700 tons and
therefore the saving in freight alone, if
those apples had been exported through the
Port of Bunbury, would have been in the
vicinity of £2,025.

I am not going to weary the Rouse with
detailed particulars, but would point out
that 142,290 bushels of apples were pro-
duced in the Manjimup district in the 1955
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season and the saving, as between the re-
spective freight rates, would in that
instance have been £3,250. For the Bridge-
town area the saving would have been lIn
the vicinity of £13,750; for Donnybrook the
saving would have been £10,400 and, for
Capel, £2,300, so members can see that by
shipping the apples through the port of
Bunbury a considerable saving in freight
alone could be made. I realise that there
are certain difficulties at the present stage;
but I want to emphasise that they do not
include the depth of water or the port
facilities in Bunbury.

One finds that a considerable quantity
of the apples shipped through Albany are
stored in the Mt. Barker cool stores and
are railed, I believe, in insulated trucks
to the port of Albany for loading. There
are cool storage facilities at Donnybrook,
Argyle and at Bridgetown and I feel
that if the shipping companies would
agree In the nest apple season to
try one shipment, It could be proved suc-
cessful with the co-operation of all con-
cerned-the growers, the exporters and the
shipping companies. I know there would
be full support from the Bunbury port
authority and from the Bunbury members
of the Waterside Workers' Federation and
the W.A.O.R.

Mr, Potter: Wait until the Government
makes a port of it!

Mr. ROBERTS: I grant that, and will
deal with that matter if time permits.
The Premier is well aware that at present
it Is not possible to take motor trucks down
to the berths along the Bunbury jetty and
even were that done, as has been suggested
by a number of people who really do not
know the working of the port, and if the
4n4*4-, naZ, t4nrn T nm jf.niA If --n,1A -,f

be a working proposition, because it would
be Impossible for motor vehicles to man-
oeuvre alongside a ship's side If other
vessels were loading and railway trucks
were being shunted.

One of the main drawbacks In Bunbury
some Years ago was the lack of inspection
facilities and shelter facilities for the
apples. Now, as the Premier well knows,
we have a magnificent transit shed
there, in which the apples could be stored
and protected pending the arrival of the
ship. I am confident that, with the co-
operation of the Railway Department in
the running of special trains from apple-
producing areas, a shipment of apples
through the port of ]Bunbury is not only
possible, but also essential It was done
pre-war. when they shipped apples through
Bunbury and I am confident that it can be
done now.

If only the Government would be big-
hearted enough-I know what the Premier
will say to this--to. assist in the establish-
ment of a cool storage shed In Bunbury,
that would be of considerable help to the
Port facilities there.

The next point with which I wish to deal
-1 am sorry that the Minister for Educa-
tion has just left the Chamber, as I wanted
him to be present when I brought this
matter forward-has to deal with the
schools in Bunbury.

The Minister for Transport: He can read.

Mr. ROBERTS: On the 23rd of July.
1957, as recorded at page 372 of Hansard
of that year, I mentioned the lack of ac-
commnodation in schools in the Bunbury
area. I said that I would like the Minis-
ter to visit Bunibury to inspect the accom-
mnodation in the schools, including the high
school, and the Minister interjected and
said, "I have visited all of them." I pointed
out to the Minister then that he had not
visited Bunbury since I had been a member
of this Assembly.

Since then a most responsible body,
entitled the South-West District Council
of the Parents and Citizens' Association,
has approached me and has asked that I
arrange for the minister for Education to
visit Bunbury, in order to see the conges-
tion and lack of facilities at the various
schools in that centre. On the 11th of
March, 1958, 1 approached the Minister
by letter, inviting him again to Eunbury,
but although there has been considerable
correspondence on this subject I have so
far been unsuccessful in my efforts to get
the Minister to visit Bunbury

Mr. Evans: How many primary schools
have you there?

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not think time will
permit me to go through them all, as I
have a lot of matter with which I desire
to deal-

Tine Minister tor Education: mhere are
11, including Ratlunines, I understand.

Mr. ROBERTS: I wish to point out to
the Minister that accommodation this year
at Carey Park school, when the term
started immediately after the New Year,
was shocking. I realised that although
the Government had let a contract to a
contractor to build an additional two class-
rooms he had not completed the job when
the school re-assembled.

The Minister for Pollee: You will have
to get the P.W.D. to do the work next time.

Mr. ROBERTS: I feel that the Minister
must watch the position during the next
holiday period and make sure that addi-
tional classrooms are completed for the
schools in Bunbury which require them.
No doubt the Minster is well aware that at
the Bunbury high school the position has
been reached where some children are
stood down, or sent home, during certain
examination periods, for the simple reason
that there is not sufficient accommodation
at the school to cater for the students who
are there at present.
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I appreciate that it is contemplated that
six additional classrooms will be bunlt at
the Bunbury high school during this finan-
cial year-I hope! But I would like the
Minister, in all seriousness, to visit Bun-
bury and see the position for himself; be-
cause he must admit that for many months
now I have appealed to him to do just that.

The Minister for Education: You sent
only one or two letters so you need not
make a song about it. That takes only
about five minutes to do.

Mr. ROBERTS: If the Minister would
like me to read the correspondence in de-
tail I will do so; but I do not think it will
reflect any credit on the Minister and that
Is why I have, so far, refrained from read-
ing the correspondence.

The Minister for Education: I will table
the file. I waited six weeks for a reply
from you.

Mr. ROBERTS: I beg your pardon? If
the Minister cares I can read the corre-
spondence. It is not a joking matter, as
the Minister appears to think it is. What
I want him to do is to spare half a day,
and I will do my level best to arrange a
closely-knit itinerary so that he does not
have to waste a minute in Bunbury, and he
can inspect every school there.

As the Minister for Housing well knows,
the population of Bunbury has increased
considerably over the last few years, and
is still increasing. He still has a lot of
housing worries in that district; and there-
fore the Minister for Education must surely
realise that there are children in the Bun-
bury area who require educational facili-
ties; and they require them just as much
as the children in the metropolitan area.
Therefore I hope that the Minister will
give serious consideration to my request and
visit Bunbury in the not-too-distant future.

The Minister for Education: You are
making a mountain out of a molehill!

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member's time has expired.

On motion by Mr. Ross Hutchinson, time
extended.

Mr. ROBERTS: I thank members for
the opportunity of being able to continue.
There are a number of items I wanted to
discuss, but I will not have the opportunity
of going through them all tonight, and I
will not delay hon. members much longer.

The Premier: I thought you were going
to say that you were getting exhausted and
I intended to say. "So are we."

Mr. ROBERTS: While I am speaking of
problems connected with my electorate I
will never get exhausted. I asked questions
as to whether it was the Government's in-
itention to abide by the original plans for

the Bunbury Harbour submitted
Ty7deman. I understand that It
Government's intention to stick
principles outlined in that Plan.

by Mr.
is the
to the

The Premier: Despite the Opposition of
the ex-member for Albany.

Mr. ROBERTS: Be that as it may, there
is one aspect of the future development of
the port of Bunbury which I would like to
see expedited, and I refer to the provision
Of a land-backed quay. As hon. members
realise, with modem shipping it is neces-
sary to have a land-backed quay for the
efficient handling of cargo.

Mr. Potter: The land would have to be
pretty well backed.

Mr. ROBERTS: Not necessarily. The
member for Subiaco has Just shown his
ignorance as far as the Eunbury Harbour
is concerned, because there are certain
sites where a land-backed quay could be
built and could be operating in the very
near future if the Government madec avail-
able sufficient funds for the project to be
proceeded with. It is all-important to a
Port such as Sunbury, which has a hinter-
land, as hon. members well know, second to
none in Australia. It is only right that
the outlet Port for such a hinterland should
have the facilities to handle the cargo or
the produce of that Port zone. If members
have read the rrydeman report they will see
that Mr. Tydeman Points out that 86 per
cent. of the productivity of the Bunbw'y
port zone bypasses that Port. It does not
go through the port of Busselton: and so
I will leave hon. members to work out for
themselves where it goes.

Mr. Heal: Through Albany.

Mr. ROBERTS: I feel that the Govern-
ment must make the funds available, at a
very early date, for the Provision of a land-
backed quay.

Mr. May: You have no land there; it is
all sand.

Mr. ROBERTS: It is still good sand;
I was coming to the Point where approx-
imately 85,000 tons Of that sand was ex-
Ported to overseas countries this year.

Mr. May: You ought to tie it up.
Mr. Potter: W~here does it come from?
Mr. ROBERTS: It was iimenite that

came from the North Shore at Bunbury, as
well as from the Capel area. Last year the
total tonnage of cargo handled increased
by something like 60,000 tons over the pre-
ceding year, to make a total of 355,377
tons handled in the Port of Sunbury; and,
in all, 85 vessels called there. I might
mention that included in that tonnage was
85,255 tons of ilmenite. This mineral is
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attracting vessels to trade at this South- until my next opportunity which will be
Western seaport and to carry the ilmenite
to countries north and north-west of this
State. So I suggest that the Government
should leave no stone unturned to do all
it can to encourage exporters to ship goods
from this State on these vessels which are
new to this coastline and which are carry-
ing cargo to countries north and north-
west of uts.

On the one other matter that I will deal
with tonight I hope the Government will
spend some money, because the expendi-
ture will not represent a great sumn. I refer
to the Provision of a slipway at the port of
Eunbury in order that fishermen can effect
necessary repairs and attend to the regular
upkeep of their boats. A rather large fleet
of fishing boats operates from the port of
Bunbury. That fleet has not even scratch-
ed the fishing potential in the surrounding
waters and if the member for Gascoyne
was present in the Chamber now I am
confident he would agree with me when I
say that the potential of the fishing indus-
try in this State is colossal.

The Government has recently erected
a fish landing jetty in Sunbury. but I
feel that at the earliest Possible date
money should be spent on the provision
of a slipway to enable professional fisher-
men in that area to maintain their boats.
I grant that the Government supported
the Busselton fishermen in 1945 1 think
it was--

Mr. Hovel]: It was in 1947.

Mr. ROBERTS: Thank vou! Although
the Bunbury fishermen supported the Bus-
selton fishermen when they were pressing
for the provision of a slipway in Busselton,
the reason why they did so was that at
that time they had access to the slipway
in the estuary of Bunbury. They could go
there and use their own slipways that
were provided along the banks of the
estuary. However, in 1951, the plug was
put at the mouth of the estuary which
sealed it off, and, of course, the fishing
vessels could not enter the estuary mouth.

The Bunbury fishermen, and in many
cases, fishermen from the Fremantle area,
must have some facilities in order to service
their boats in Sunbury. I think it is the
responsibility of this Government to make
a slipway available at the earliest possible
date within the precincts of the Bunbury
Harbour because these fishermen spend
a great deal of money on diesel fuel and
petrol and I consider that they are right-
fully entitled to some funds being ex-
pended on a slipway in the Port of Bun-
bury.

As the hour is getting late I do not in-
tend to delay the House any longer. I
have many other matters that I wanted to
discuss tonight, but I must now leave them

during the debate ont the Estimates which
will be held at a, later period during the
session.

On motion by Mr. O'Brien, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.

?egilatiue Qhnwi
Wednesday, 20th August, 1958.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

LANqDS.
Release for Settlement.

1. The Hon. J. MURRAY asked the
Minister for Railways:

In connection with the report of the
Forests flepartment for the year ended
the 30th June, 1957, where the Conservator
states, on Page 7, that over the past
12 Years the department had agreed
to release 1,327,235 acres of Crown land
and State forests for settlement and
leases, will he inform the House-

(a) the yearly total of releases?
(b) what area was_

(i) Crown lands;
0ii) State forests?

(c) what area was released for Govern-
ment land settlement schemes?

(d) in which areas was land made
available each year?


